special Restyle- 


ROLLED 


Newest Trim— 

Pint-Size Sports Cars 

Tech Tip- 
Super-Tuning | 
Your impale 
For The Dras* 
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HALIBRAND 
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HONEST 
S!ECIAL of the YEAR 
ONLY 500 TO SELL 


NEW 
NEW 


n Orig 





PERFEC 
Quick Release 
al B 


3-Inch 
Safety Belts 


Boxes 


NEW RADSON SUPER-TACH 

Worlds Finest Tachometer 
Rugged all-steel chrome plated case — all parts included to 
mount on dash—under dash, or on steering post. No Battery 
9 sending unit needed. Simply connect two wires for tach 
and one for built in illu Bulb and 5ft. of wire are 


ncluded 


nation 


All Radson 
Tachs are 
Guaranteed 

for 2 years 
against defects 
n Quality 

r Workmanship 





shifting because it absolutely 


Here is the Tach for perfect gear 
nstance under 


shows exact RPM's at every 











. - . z “ie all conditions 

— eee er , — No. HR6N For 6 volt cars with Negative voltage 
k or What Have You No. HR6P For 6 volt cars with Positive voltage $39.95 
HONEST NO. No. HR12N For | 2 volt cars with Negative voltage EACH 

H-1 295 No. HRI2P For 12 voit cars with Positive voltage 

EACH We Pay Postage 
We Pay Postage : 

STOP BLANKIN | ? HONESTWESTAYEDOUTOF 
| BLINKING LIGHT WORRIES THEGOCARTBUSINESSAS 
WORLD'S GUARANTEEDEST MUFFLER | LONGASWECOULDSOHERE 
ry @ guarantee for the life of your car—We * WEGO —We may be last but 

m7 ben 8 IN Rogaiecrereiens coro td aioe We got the best. 
ft riginal invoice and we will immediately | HONEST Junior Racing 














shig another 

Honest Glaspacks ee 

Bass tone that Se steno 

gives cara | 

Power sound HONEST No. 32 | 

All Fords, Me ys. Cad., Dodge, Linc | 

Olds., Pontiac, and Studebakers each $5.95 | 
PAIR $10.98 


MUST KNOW CAR — Year — STD or AUTO trans 





Special Honest Introductory 
Offer 
Limited Time Only 


938-1953 6 


cyl. Chev 

n Road and Drag 
Cam 

Fits 216, and 
glide 


No other special parts 


mined 
235 Power 


needed 


HCP.3 
$14.95 
Ply. and 


| 
ad | 
} 


HONEST No. 
Each 

1935. 

Dodge Combination R 
and Drag Cam 
HONEST No. HDP-4 
Each $14.95 

We Pay Postage 
SELECT-O-DRIVE 
Overdrive Se 
J Hill Holder — Easy 
nsta Makes 6 Forward 
Speeds out of Your Over 
drive Allows Clutchless 
Shifting, Automatic Hill 
Holder 


959 6 cy 


»mbination 


lector an 





A MUST FOR ALL CARS 
WITH OVERDRIVE 
HONEST No. 85 


EACH $4.95 


Complete Kit 


58-59 CHEVROLET REAR 
LOWERING KIT 


pate 


trom 2 
4 drop es: 
y installed 
teow 
minutes 
HONEST No. 
wCKe 


Each Kit Complete . . $4.95 
We Pay Postage 








STAR FIRE SPINNER 





KOLOR KROME 
The most sensctiona 


customizing product 
a in yeors Featured in 


ae, S recent issues of Rod 


| and Custom end Cus- 





tom Cars Magazines 


Formulated by 
George Borris — Mr 
Custom Cor hisself ~ 
Transparent Coloring 
for Chrome — the 
mirror like) reflec 
tion of chrome shows 
through 
4 Dazzling Colors in 16 or. 
Spray Can 
HONEST’S No. 
KK-1 Pagan Gold 
KK-2 Candy Apple Red 
KK-3 Oriental! Blue 
KK-4 Parisian Green 
16 oz. Can $1.98 
For Chrome — Stainless 
Stee! — Polished 


We pay Postage 





€ 
For All Hub Caps 
attached with screws 
HONEST No. 77 Each $1.95 
You Pay Postage 


EXHAUST 
CUT OuT 

DASH 
CONTROL 


$2.95 Postpaid 
HONEST No. 5 


easily 








= 2 ON SWRI 
SUPRISE 2% CATALOG 








NEW CATALOG 


SEND 25¢ FOR NEW 1959 
MONEY SAVER CATALOG 
BIGGER—BETTER THAN 
EVER — MORE PAGES — 
EACH CATALOG CONTAINS 
$1.00 FREE CERTIFICATE. 
GET NEXT ISSUE FREE. 





Foot Pedal for all Go Carts. 








Install an Honest Ammeter 

and Pressure Assembly $5.50 Each 

to replace the warning lights 2 
nm your car. Know how We Pay Postage 

much your battery is cherg 

et ae ee HONEST ONE QUART 












Pressure you have. Complete SPUN ALUMINUM 

nstructions furnished FUEL TANK 

Kit consists of Oil Pressure For all Go Carts. A Thing of 

Gauge, Ammeter Gauge and Beauty Complete with 

Chrome mounting Panel Mounting Brackets 

HONEST NO. Each Kit ; 

HA2K... $6.95 | 
Each $7.95 | 


WE PAY POSTAGE 


We Pay Postage 


Ot sae 
























NOW AVG) JL ABLE 
ee 


vrolets ~ vettes, Pont 


10” 10 
0 0'2 


IGHT NO LON 
Sthister Lite Weight | 
To replace Borg and Beck type in Che 
acs, Chrysier Products and Mercurys, available 


or 1} In standard or heavy duty models 





No. 10BP For 10” Disc . . $55.00 
alo + cities dail» ORR en a ae ae 58.00 
a 60.00 


We Pay Postage 
We are world wide distributors for the world’s best flywheels 
and pressure plates made by Schiefer Mfg., Co. 


i 





AN HONEST APPROVED CAR CLEANER 


NOOW 






CAR SKIN } 
Reconditioner No Rubbing Wax the only cleaner and wax i 
tested by us that would do tne job its adve to de the 
fastest safe auto cleaner ever made Aln nstantly dis i 
solves the outer scale of dull road film and faded dead pig ' 
ment — uncovering the original brilliant finish. The fast no 
rubbing paste wax will last up to 12 months — may be ap ' 
plied to entire car before polishing, without fear of streaking ' 


_ 











{ EERIE 
{J VooDoo 
@. GEAR 
PINSTRIPING SHIFT 
’ [/ - 
12 Separate Designs % KNoB ' 
Per Set » FOR Fisog io ’ 
2 No. H-2 Car Skin Surface Reconditioner $1.45 
Colors: Red-Gold-White-Black pe OR Ome oe ee 5 5 5 
e ey No. H-3 Car Skin No Rubbing Wax 2.00 
Each set of 12 Designs | 7 Rep ids Pay Postage 
, NED 
HONEST No 39 eye 
; j EACH HONEST SOM-RAY SPUN ALUMINUM WHEEL DISC 
NEW FIESTA TYPE CHROME einash tis.  Geh Ghent Tepe eth ot 
WHEEL COVERS WITH H-3 locki ‘ d Sens 
CHECK BACKGROUND $1.95 Eck anmaamened 
14” of 15 WE PAY Drag Wheel Disc with holes 
For all cars — Replaces POSTAGE already drilled and complete 
original factory a _ with screws and lock 
SPINNER | MAKE washers. 
Heavy | WHITEWALLS 
Con- OuT OF “” ye0 ” 
einen BLACKWALLS, 14” 15” or 16 
Space for 13” - 14” Must Know Wheel Size 
Weights 15"- 16 
Set of 4 Give Wheel 
$28.95 Size No. 49 Screw on Type Wheel Each . . . $2.70 
HON 3 We Pay Postage on Screw On 
«chong BEST QUALITY No. 49A Snap on Type Like Reg. Whee! Covers 
Set of 2 $14.50 $4.95 Set of 4 You Pay Postage on Snap On 
HONEST No. 41 bere E 
: ad HONEST No. 9 ee ee Se ee SE ae es ee enee oaiome 
(State size of Wheel) 
We Pay Postage Enclosed is $ for payment in full (or deposit of 
CROSS CHECKED FLAG 25% if C. O. D.) 
4-BAR SPINNER WHEEL CHROME LOUVERED 
AIR CLEANERS NAME 
COVERS WITH CHECKED Ch th Co 
BACKGROUND eens baer ee MY CAR ISA YEAR MODEL BODY and 
14” - 15" - 16" per Mesh Cleaning Element — 
ADDRESS = 
CITY ZONE STATE 
af Quantity] Stock No Description Price = 
ae > 
No. 84 Fits Chevy & Pontiac an 
Rochester Carbs EACH $3.95 
No. 85 Fits Fords, Mercs & All | 
25 8" Necks EACH 3.95 { t 
HEAVY CONSTRUCTION We Pay Postage | 
SPACE FOR WEIGHTS —— en 











HONEST NO. 82 
Set of Four...... $29.95 
Set of Two...... 15.00 


STELLING & HELLING 





eh] 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 











NOW 


... the first complete book on Karting! 





i only 75° 


Karting is America’s fastest-growing automotive sport each at 
It’s safe, simple, fun for all. Now, in this book—the first 
complete volume on karting —you’ll find all the information newsstands now! 
you want to know. You'll learn about the background coupon 





of karting, what makes a kart a kart, chassis and handling, ae eae 
parts and suppliers, engines, satiate ete NN Ts 

putting “go” into a kart, how to do- , 
it-yourself. In addition, there are 
authoritative chapters on the 
Go-Kart Club of America, general 
kart maintenance, and “specials” 
and the future. If you're 
interested in karting, you'll 
definitely want this one. 


Enclosed is $m @ 85¢ each (covers postage, etc.) 
Send me copies of LET’S GO KARTING TB-185 
(please 

print) 

NAME 








os ae sien eh se cin ait hn ep eae sal 
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MA LAIR ELL 
THE ROTH STUDIOS 


Mylar Custom Metallic Auto Trim 
Tape, newest customizing touch, 
easily applied, to long lasti . Sliver, 
Red Apple 
Biue, Black. 





“CHEVY STARFIRES” 
Smooth durable plastic tail- 
light lenses for '53-54 Chev. 
Replaces dull looking stock- 
ers and gives your Chevy 


Sonn 
Specify color choice, 
12”%72 yards 





the Custom look ” 
for only....... pair $9.95 ion ie = e $ 
Va 


WE PAY POSTAGE ON ALL 
ORDERS. SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED OR YOUR 

MONEY BAC 


“PINSTRIPING KITS” 
Secret paint mixture by 
ROTH himself. U: 





“FORD EXCALIBERS” 
Made for '57 Fords. Come 
with 2 plastic and 2 
a — or with 





Hand Trimmed Brush......... 


lastic bu! Now for the first E 
only cee eeees par $12.95 time anywhere WEIRDO SHIRTS Large Can Paint.............. 2.00 state 
in triple brilliant colors. The worid's (Real Gold Striping Paint)...... 5.00 color 
saute pictures, price ........... Send for catalog of paints and brushes. 25¢ 


for summerwear, Crew Neck 
Weirdo Shirts, price’.............. $3.49 
Please include sweater size. 
Send for complete catenog, “also includes pin- 
striping materials, 25¢ 





“CRIMSON LANCERS” 


For '57 Chevys. 2 stock 





lenses plus 4‘lenses for m Talltaht mon ot ” 
mou: on the Custom 1 Taill = and Gea 

95 Go wild with your imagination, use 
OS vin oes ecx le them on Bumpers, Hub Caps, or 
Set of 6 $14.95 Grilles, even Taillights. Set of 4. 





Send for complete catalog 
of Custom Taillights. 25¢ 






STUDIOS © 2100-548 


4” dia. x 5” high........ 12.95 


GIANT NEW “World's Craziest Artists" “COLOR CHROMING! e “PINSTRIP- 
LOCATION 4616 Slauson, CC-9, Maywood, Calif. "Sscui opine’ = “FLAMING? 
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PUT YOUR CHEV IN ORBIT! 


Shoot for the moon at the drags — super-tune 
that out-of-this-world late Chev engine to a 
rocketing 100-plus MPH! This issue of CAR 
CRAFT shows you how (see P. 14). Whether you’re 
a drag enthusiast or simply a performance- 
minded car owner, you'll go way out for this one! 


YOU'LL FIND FEATURES LIKE THIS IN EVERY ISSUE OF CAR CRAFT! SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
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If you’ve been coming out second best at the drags — take note 
TIP-TOP HARDTOP 

John Moskito’s custom Chev has more than enough to win 
THE DAY THE DOLLS TOOK OVER 

Carl Kohler says “Beware — this could happen to you.” 

A REAL WINNER 

Restored ’36 Ford chalks up 10 straight first place awards 


ROLLED PANS 
A classic feature from the roadsters — for late models 


“CUSTOM CAR KITS 


Manufacturers introduce plastic models for the custom fans 
THE COFFEE GRINDER 

Adam Coffee is the owner of one of the East’s finest rods 
RESTYLING THE '36 FORD 

Joe Wilhelm adapts the latest styling tricks to early coupe 
MINIATURE SPORTSTERS 

Pint-sized sports cars potnt to full-size fun 

CUSTOM ROYAL . 

Jerry Furtado’s ’53 Ford is restyled in a royal manner 
HERE'S HOW: 

—“Mylar” custom tape —a new decor for any custom car 
— Special plastic lenses for ’57 Fords and Chevrolets 
FORD-O-ROCKET 

Rare Ford roadster — Olds power — is a winning combo 
EXPERIMENTAL FUN 

Dick Wall builds a cart for fun and experimentation 
QM'S BIG FIVE MILER 

Pit stops and relief drivers add new thrills to 4% midgets 
DOT-O-WOLS 

Glue-on glamour for black or whitewall tires 


SPOTLIGHT ON SPOTLIGHTS 
Designs in color chrome and striping accent custom spots 


departments 


8 CC SHOPS 60 
12 LETTERS 


cover 
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Ye — Yq MIDGET BULLETIN BOARD 
62 WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM? 
64 CUSTOM QUERIES 


Gordon Burnham’s ’55 Chevy, Ray Cress’s ’55 Merc, Mike 
Parish’s ’50 Ford, Lloyd Franklin’s ’57 Ford, and Jon Enberg’s 
57 Ford, — see page 28. 


— Anscochromes by Barris, Starbird, Paloczy. 






















In the country’s fastest growing automotive 
sport—14, and 14 midget competition—one 
name stands out from the rest—Wahiborg! 
Wahiborg is the holder of more track records 
than any other make in América. These 
small cars are famous for their safety, per- 
formance, dyrability and clean-lined beauty. 
And they wear the Champion Label, be- 
cause of their winning habits. Wahiborg 
models are designed and built to WIN! 


WAHLBORG 4% MIDGETS 
$450 - $550 


Write jor our 


WAHLBORG 4 MIDGETS 


new brochure. $550 up 








Meet the 
WAHLBORG SCRAM-BUGGY 


most durable car of its type—vwith the 
heavy duty frame that takes knocks without 
giving an inch! Just won't Tip . . . troubie- 
free . . . precision built with arc-welded 
strength! Available with 2 or 4-cycle engine 
— with or without clutch. 


MODELS FROM $137.50 








Scotty's all-purpose aluminum racing head 
Ligne weight au i alloy with di fins 
f uminum ith deep fins 
for better cooling. Milled “355” for highest 
mance, 


perfo; 


For complete parts catalog, price list and 
decal send 25¢ 


STS. ede ana en ol aa 


NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS 







NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT. +01E-99 

4000 S$. FIGUEROA $T., LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. 
Rush free Auto Diesel “Opportunity” Book 
sample lesson. No salesman will call. 

ibe cash tS pee acacia 






NAME _ 
ADDRESS 
ti crecimiento 
CD Check if interested OMLY in Resident Training of Los Angeles. | fi 
VETERANS, Give date of Dischorge —— 
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the editor 


A new member of Car Crart’s tech- 
nical staff sneaked onto the masthead 
last month without benefit of formal 
introduction—I would like to rectify 
that situation now. The man’s name is 
John Geraghty. When not pounding a 
typewriter for a tech feature as seen 
above you can usually find the guy 
putting the finishing touches to some 
specialized engine work, making final 
adjustments on a wild engine swap, or 
calibrating dyno readings as he wrings 
out some drag stocker for hidden horse- 
power. John is proprietor of the 
Geraghty Automotive Service garage 
located in Los Angeles. Inside his well 
equipped establishment can he found 
teeming activity of hot rodding at its 
best. But you must go back a few years 
to really qualify John’s technical knowl- 
edge. It all started on the popular Cali- 
fornia dry lakes, with roadsters and com- 
petition coupes. From here interest 
followed the hot rodding trail to Bonne- 
ville and current weekly drag racing. 
Sports car competition and drag boat- 
ing are a couple of more recent 
Geraghty exploits. And last but not 
least, is one of the most beautiful 
competition “T” bucket roadsters ever 
assembled, which John shares in part- 
nership with fellow enthusiast John 
Crawford. This is just a brief backdrop 
of Geraghty’s practical experience — but 
you can get better acquainted with the 
man’s technical ability by reading his 
first Can Craft offering “Super-Tuning 
Your Impala” page 14. You'll be read- 
ing more John Geraghty articles in the 
future. 


* * * 


Labor Day weekend, September 5th 
and 6th, promises to be big dates for 
some 100,000 attending hot rod and 





custom car enthusiasts in Detroit, Mich- 
igan. The National Hot Rod Association 
will not only host the country’s fastest 
competition cars for their fifth annual 
National Drag Races—but will also 
throw the spotlight on the nation’s most 
beautiful show-cars as the doors of 
Detroit's modern Armory swing open 
for the first annual National Custom 
Car Show. While dragsters are dueling 
it out on the city’s newly constructed 
drag raceway for national competition 
titles—top show-cars will be undergo- 
ing careful scrutinizing by judging 
Detroit stylists in their own competi- 
tive field for national awards. I needn’t 
expound on the competition that will 
highlight this huge combination of 
events — the drags will be the “Biggest 
Go” yet, and the meeting of East and 
West show-cars on the showroom floor 
for the first real comparison of origin- 
ality, workmanship, and customized 
appeal is unprecedented. What else can 
I say except — see you in Detroit! 
* * * 

A feature that has been long overdue 
is one concerning national engine speci- 
fications for the increasingly popular 
sport of quarter midget racing. Next 
month’s issue of Carn Crart will intro- 
duce part one of a four part monthly 
engine series dealing with this particu- 
lar unorganized subject. Not only will 
engine specifications be presented for 
each racing division —but each article 
will carry full step-by-step photogra- 
phically illustrated instructions of each 
modification allowed pertaining to each 
division’s powerplant and how you can 
go about incorporating them into your 
own car’s engine. A must for every quar- 
ter midget enthusiast — don’t miss it! 

—Dick Day 
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goed PERFORMANCE 


IGNITION 










Specificatly tailored for the AU7R engine, this 
Midget Center ignition is oil proof and has posi- 
tive point action at high R.P.M. Featuring hi- 
tensile aluminum casting and long tasting RBS 
super tungsten points. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
$17.95 We furnish new AU7R engi 
Modified Stock Engines “00 outright” 

Full ae Modified Engine .00 outright 
Full “AA” Modified Engine $345.00 outright 


MIDGET sid 






















TRULY MODERN 





HOT ROD FENDERS 


Heavy gauge steel constru front 
and rear ers for hot are 
offered for 14 & 16 inch tire sizes. 
Seven various sizes are available. 
Price: $12.00 , up. Write: Service 
Center, 15729-cc S. Atlantic Blvd., 
Compton, California. 


















PROUD TO AWARD PROUD TO RECEIVE 





ZEREX ANTI-FREEZE 

Cold weather climates demand a 
non-evaporating anti-freeze solution. 
This, the latest product from DuPont 
Company, is an anti-rust solu- 
tion, “sada providing three times 
the protection allowing you to win- 
terize your car in summer. Available 
at service stations. 








No. 2015 
Quarter M 


Net $6.50 


EXCLUSIVE DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS 
BUY DIRECT FROM US AND SAVE MONEY 
CATALOG ON REQUEST WE SHIP ANYWHERE 


CUSTOM TROPHY MFG. CO., INC 

















HAL MOODY'S Ba Y gh —_“HUBBED SIDE PIPES 


Heavily chromed 18- -gauge pipe 
these new external exhaust pipes and 
header os are 2 with rib- 
type design. F pipes come 
with eae installation kit. See 
these Fenton pipes at your local 
speed shop or accessory house. 














SILVER SLICK-RACING TIRES FOR 
° ¥4 * Y2 © MICRO MIDGET and GO CARTS 







BOOKS ABOUT FORDS 
Complete catalog of books about 
Fords, for early Model “A” and “T”, 
and 32-'48 models. Price ten cents. 
Other manual for restoration 

Model A. Contains facts, diagrams, 
today’s equivalents. $1.00 plus 10 
cents postage. Polyprints Inc., Box 
3674-cc, Rincon Annex, San Fran- 























PRECISION-BUFFED — BUILT AND CURED 
TO A PERFECT CIRCLE 





HAL MOODY'S TIRE SERVICE 





Suc uote MANIFOLD 
——— for a. 


they panna 142-cc San 
Fananiel Road, Glendale 4, Calif. 





RAM TUBE CONVERSION 

Cast aluminum, chrome ram_ tube 

— = for Stromberg 97 & 48 
mn Price: 

$5.00. Availabe at —z shops, or 

write: Scott Engineering, Box 944-cc 

Santa Monica, California. 





MINIATURE CYCLE 
— ie with Clinton oe 


le speeds to 
mpt mileage to 125 MPG. Height 
Price starts © 
$90.50. Bug Engineering, Box 91 a 
est Covina, California. 
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1959” 
BIGGEST DOUBLE 
AUTOMOTIVE EVENT! 


DON’T MISS THE 


pe ANNUAL NATIONAL 4 






BERANNUAL NATIONAL CHAM- 
DIONSHIP CUSTOM CAR SHOW 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN ***%* LABOR DAY WEEKEND 


THE NATION'S HOTTEST CARS IN ACTION, 
THE WORLD'S BEST CUSTOMS ON canbe # 


DRAGS}. 


DETROIT _i i 
DRAGWAY 


EXCITING DAYS . 
SEPT. 3 THROUGH 7. 169) "000 

SPIT EC PE 1 
gy ACTION-PACKED NIGHTS — | 2¥su7mn 
SEPT. 3 AND 4. 


202122237425 28 
RA AKKA KKKAKRKKKKKKKBKRKKEEEBESE 


27282838... 


DETROIT, Ew 
ARTILLERY S~< eum 
ARMORY | 
ere 


ENTRY DEADLINE: AUGUST 1, 1959 
FOR INFORMATION WRITE Ti 
NATIONAL HOT 208: [ASSOCIATION 
































1171 NO. VERMONT AVE., LOS ANGELES 29, CALIF. 
TELEPHONE: NORMANDY 3-2158 











MULTI-MIDGET TRAILER 
features a completely =o quick 
ease of ing... as easy as 1 
...2...to safely and rapidly trans- 
port your % or ¥% midget car. 
NO FINER QUALITY OR DESIGN 
AVAILABLE. 

All Welded Construction 

4.00 x 8 pneumatic 4-ply tires 
Chrome Wheel Discs 

Flag Holders (optional) 

Dual Spring Suspension 

Safety chain, stop light, taillight, 
license frame complete 

Adjustable Tie-downs 

Timken high-speed bearings 
Fold-down Ramp Model Available. 
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xtra 32 Page Section of 
Last Minute New 1959 Items 


OVER 85,000 ITEMS 
NOW IN STOCK 


Get this all-new edition of the 
suo equipment buying guy cata 
a cal 

log > *95 pages! Special page 
section of brand new items! SAVES 
YOU up to % on All your automo- 
tive needs. See last minute releases 
of accessories and parts for your 
car, truck, hot rod, car or 
station im for early models 


teat jatest Hollywood. and 
features the latest Hollywood an 
Custom Equipment not yet in stores 
—New High Parts—as well 
as hard-to-find replacement parts. 
Buy Direct by Mail from Whitney 
—and SAVE MONEY ISKY MANUAL 





on Soa a, - to Latest edition of Ed Iskenderian’s 

offer p yen rock bottom prices. book “Valve Timing for Maximum 

You y save up to 50% and Output”. Considered a ‘must’ for full 

more! We_ stock over 85,000 knowled: : | 

items, for immediate . ge on valve gear action. 
ent—with new, improved Price: $1.00. Write: Ed Iskenderian, 


thes to apeed up service on 607-cc N. Inglewood Ave., Ingle- 
Your satisfaction guaranteed on wood, California. 


first $5 or more order). 
for yours now! 


TM aul aed 14 ae DE- Vet 












" VES YOU350% This ¢ 


\] J. C. WHITNEY & CO 
and ies for all ~ & i 
EVep rodels from 1920 1 — 1917 (C-9) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
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j. ¢, Whitney, inc. 1917 (C-9) Archer ve., Chicage 16, i aR iiniictietemeincnietnan eee OO nn SBC. ancctncrenevesneee I 
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NEW MIDGET MODELS 
Just one of a complete new line of % 
and % midget race cars; available in 
either Standard or Deluxe models 
with various engines and options 
available. Write for information: 
A Inc., 1301-cc East F 


St., Hutchinson, Kansas 





VOR 


Sea aicabr iis 





this new line 
Pathe len alight lenses is spans Box for most 


cars. A 54 & 56 Chevy, ’51 & 
’54 Merc. Prices start at $10.95, pair. 
For information, write: Lee Plastic 
Co., a Fiuonth Rd., Detroit, 
Michigan 






LOAD LEVELER 


Over-load shock absorbers provide 
safe under all conditions — 
light or heavy loads. Flat cornering, 
utter-free cruising. For all cars. 
$39.90. Write: A. J. Swanson Shock 
Absorbers, 1525 N. Ivar St., Dept-cc, 
Hollywood, Calif. 
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SHIFT FASTER 


.. with a Tornado Kit you can convert 
from column shift to the world’s 
fastest floor shift! = 









Easy-to-install Tornado Conversion Kits contain complete 
linkage as shown. Everything you need to connect your 
transmission is right there... plus simple installation 
instructions. 


RUGGED... 
HEAVY DUTY! 









Available for these cars: 
(uniess rear trans housing is gitered)) 


1939-48 Cad & LaSalle 
1939-59 Ford & Merc 
1958-59 Pontiac 
1949-59 Chev 
1949-50 Olds 











Tornado Kits 
have standard 
shift pattern. 








Kits for other cars to be announced soon. 
Note: 


Kits won't fit automatic 





How to Order: Specify year and model car, also if overdrive or not. 
Enclose $7.50 deposit (balance c.o.d.). 


WRITE DEPT. ¢_o MPT EES J44)ES Lt) 










a COMPLETE READY TO RUN 
OR RACE. STARTING AT 


Comnmetti MEMS 2zrassoron $395" 


MONZA MODEL 3008 f.0.b. our plant 





3 HP Continental engine, oeiee-aate 
front with coil coring": genuine nauga- 
hyde 

windsh — automatic and. in- 
ternal expansion combined 
with italien st styling and American en- 
gare siete ae ete , make the 


junior ult ts te he aa Coe 
St Se, cay ter vane ar 







Send for our Free illustrated color brochure 9 
11680 Victory Bivd. 


EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISED DEALERS No. Hollywood, Calif. 


DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE Grays Trucking Service, inc, 
3775 East 10th St., indianapolis, indiana 


CHARCON, iN i DEPT. CC9C, 7137 LAUREL CANYON, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


SWEAT SHIRTS & T-SHIRTS 
5 BRILLIANT corors 

















The ORIGINAL BLOW-OFF Decal 
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SHEET OF 5 $1.00 
P. O. BOX 667 LOMITA, CALIFORNIA 























WHO'S WINNING ALL THE TROPHIES? 


Why the cors with Iskenderian installed coms and kits! 
For ‘Isky’ has the world's largest facilities for the design 
and production of racing cams and engineered kits. . . 
cams that add much greater power ond much greater 
throttle response to make on ordinary engine ‘roor’ like 
@ tiger. Write for FREE press On decals. Also big giant 
catalog (enclose 25c). 


ED ISKENDERIAN, 
REUPHOLSTER with a BRUSH! 


Renew dull, faded, worn 
leather or vinyl plastic up- 
holstery. Car, plane or boat 
Seats, headliners, sidepan- 
els will look new in any 
color. Redesign, customize 
new or used interiors. You 
can change color too! Easi- 
ly applied brush or spray. 
RamCote Flexible Finishes 


607 N. Inglewood Ave. 
Dept. CC9, Inglewood, Calif. 










(not a paint) impregnates 
leather or viny! plastic up- 
holstery. Won't chip or 
peel. Fadeproof, waterproof. 


“wr M@o a: 
Use on home & iawn furni- 


ture. Write for free informa- re 
tion, color chart, and dealer Restores — Colors 
location. a Tha 
RAMCOTE, 1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicago 21, tll., Dept. cc 








Start Training at Home for This 
Cleon, Type of Position 
Get in line for a raise—or for more 
profits in your own shop. Learn test- 
ing and adjusting with latest-type 
scientific motor tune-up equipment. 
This enabies you to locate the trou- 
ble exactly, and fix it fast--handling 
and getting paid for more jobs per 
day. There’s money in this, and it's 
clean, high-class work which gets 
the respect and confidence of your 
customers. 

Send for FREE SAMPLE LESSON 
Carburetor and Ignition Specializa- 
tion offers very superior opportuni- 
ties for better pay and bigger profits 
because relatively few mechanics know 
anything about this time-saving, 
money-makirg new test equipment. 

Includes Fuel Injection 
Now our spare-time home-study 
method teaches you the principles 
and shortens your shop training. Ambitious men (age 
18-55): Send for full FACTS AND FREE SAMPLE LES- 
SON at once. Write today to 


UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
2525 Sheffield Ave., OCD-1, Chicago 14 


ANNOUNCING 


THE 


MARK 3 


INDIANAPOLIS STYLE ROADSTER 


FULL 50” WHEELBASE 
COMFORTABLY SEATS AN ADULT 
BIG ENOUGH FOR A ¥, MIDGET 

SMALL ENOUGH FOR A 4 MIDGET 
TORSION SUSPENSION ALL 4 WHEELS 


$560 READY TO RUN 


LI'L CHAMP CONVENTIONAL TYPE Y, MIDGET 
ASSEMBLY KIT $330 
COMPLETED CAR $395 
PLANS AND PARTS LIST $2.00 
PRICES F.O.B. MILWAUKEE 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE: 
WERNER LI'L CHAMP 


6454 N, 40TH STREET 
MILWAUKEE 9, WISCONSIN 
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DRAWINGS ARE BETTER THAN EVER! 


Dear Sir: 

In this day of disgusting conform- 
ity, where the only way to tell one 
“Custom” apart from another is to 
look at its hubcaps; and “the road- 
ster” has been squeezed off the road. 
In this gloom, it is refreshing to look 
at my drawings (at least that is what 
I keep telling myself). The sketches 
in the attached package illustrate the 
type of machine one has come to 
expect from hot-rodders. However, 
cars of this type have fled hence into 
yon woodwork and are only rarely 
to be found. To remedy this, I sug- 
gest that your magazine publish my 
sketches, to encourage the construc- 
tion of the individualistic custom or 
rod. If you are unable to use them, I 
forgive you, and we shall regretfully 
chalk up another victory for mob 
psychology. In that sad event I mere- 
ly ask that they be returned in the 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

— Coburn Freer 
Portland, Oregon 

Have a heart, Coburn, we have just begun 
to fight. Our minds have not been brainwashed 
by mob psychology. 

However, be there any individuals with strong 
constitutions and backs present, attention: We 


at Cor Craft guarantee you complete coverage 
if you muster forces to build any of the above 


, automobiles from the fine penmanship of Mr. 


Freer. Go to itl—Ed. 
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1. A modernized '27 T with a fiberglass body. Note 
low seating position, ? 






3. At last, a respectable channel ! Blown over- 
head-cam model B successful: alec ° vision. 
} as 





takes a 





Driver can ae 
short-cut through 


4. This was a 1938 Plymouth that 
Note glorified engine treatment, 
fitting a hood. 


I used to own. 
impossibility of 





NOVA SCOTIA NOVELTY 
Dear Sir: 
I have a 50 Merc which is cus- 


tomized very slightly. I have rounded 
the corners of the hood and molded 


in the grille shell. The headlights are 
frenched with ‘53 Merc headlight 
rims. The splash pans and rocker 
panels are also frenched in. Trunk 
and hood have been shaved and an 
electric trunk latch has been adapt- 
ed. The taillights are from a 58 Ford 
which have been frenched in. The 
side trim has been removed and the 
holes filled to give it a sleek look. 


| I have a ‘58 Meteor grille installed 








upside down which fits very nicely. 

With this letter, I have enclosed 
a few snapshots. I would be very 
pleased if these pictures could be 
placed in your magazine for there are 
very few customized cars in this 
province. 

—Don J. Ramsay 
Sydney, N.S., Canada 

Not only does that Meteor grille look great 
in your Merc, but the stock Meteor wagon next 
to your custom illustrates a neat change-over for 
‘58 Ford lovers. Good showl—Ed. 


SPORTY STUDE 
Dear Sir: 

When a person spends several 
hundred hours working on a car, he 
has a subconscious urge to show off 
the results. For this reason, I would 
like to submit these photos for your 
evaluation and possible publication. 

I am a pre-medical student in my 
senior year of college. For two years 
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of spare time, I have devoted my 
heart to the restyling of this 53 Stude 
Hardtop. I agree with many authori- 
ties that this car is “pure” in design, 
but I carried out the “sports type car” 
motif. 

The modifications include: fender 
extension with the use of 1956 Pack- 
ard taillights (perfect fit), full trim 
dechroming, Le Mans striping (with 
chrome tape), suspension modifica- 
tion for superior cornering, wire 





wheel discs, full bumper dechrom- 
ing, padded Naugahyde interior, ex- 
terior air cooled type exhaust (alumi- 
num), exhaust port converted to rear 
brake cooling duct, 21 coats of (Mer- 
cedes Benz) silver lacquer, and a 
“sanitary” engine compartment. 

I sincerely hope this car can qual- 
ify for a small space in your maga- 
zine. It does not compare to the 
featured cars of your publication, 
but I have incorporated some h.t. 
appeal into the basic Stude design. 

Recently I sold this car to an in- 
dividual so I could start my activities 
on a sports ’car. He said he didn’t 
mind if I sent these pictures since all 
the work and change was mine. 

It would be a pleasure to see the 
car in one of the forthcoming issues 
of Car Craft Magazine. It is a good 
magazine and the purpose it was 
supposed to fulfill has been intelli- 
gently carried out. 

— Ben Millspaugh, 
Cherokee, Oklahoma 

Being an admirer of the Studebaker design, | 
find that your treatment is one of the best to 
have crossed this desk. Congratulations, Ben, 
and thonks for the compliments.—Ed. 
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aaioa high 

gives much hotter 

better combustion, 

AGE, POWER. Increases ef- 
ficiency of spark plugs up 
to 50%. Fits any car in 
60 seconds. Only $1.98 ppd. 


aS 









SKID-MASTER makes: Pa 
car safe . . . more comfort- 
able. Counteracts skids, re- 
duces ——, improves 
braking. Heavy 40 Ib. Coun- 
ter weight 











Deluxe MILEAGE-MINDER 
Fuel Pressare eee 


TAYLOR ALTIMETER...great 
for trips . . . How “steep” 
the hills, ‘how deep the val- 
leys. Also Barometer. Com- 
: . no wires to 
connect. 0-5000 ft. a og 
0-10,000 or 015,000 

$16.95 postpaid. Wonderful. 









PLASTIC STEEL (20% pias- 
tic, 80% steel) handles like 
putty, ann into steel. 
$ te anything. For re- 
pairing pipes, faucets, lawn 
Sess ok ee 

jOCKS, gas ng. 
Complete kit $2.25 ppd. 









“INSTANT-CHROME” piate 


NEW -_ ; ~ oe inven- 
jon, gleaming surface eas- 
CHROME ily applied to rusty bump- 





ers, trim, plumbing fixtures, 
etc. No need to remove 
trim for . replating. Oni 
$4.95 complete, postpaid. 


KITS 
$4.95 


a -B -” iter 
lasts FOREVER. (Rinse and 
it's like new). SAVE MONEY 


... » Oil fasts LONGER, en- 
gine lasts longer. -BY-Pass 


element $4. 1-Flow 
$8.%, comune f Fitter (with 
new case) $12.85 postpaid. 








“FABRIC COAT” sprays on 
color, covers up, resteres. 
preserves the of 
your upholstery. Permanent, 
won’t rub off or fade. Red, 
Brown, Tan, Rose, Maroon, 
Yellow, Greens, Blues, Grays, 
Black, 12-0z. can a ppd. 


SPEED-ALARM can save cost- 
ly fines. Set control knob 
to maximum speed you wish 
to observe. Red light flash- 
es warning, no disturbing 
buzz, no joss of speed when 
you need it. No holes 2 
drill. 612 Voit. 

Only 











With LEFT FOOT THROTTLE 
acenenanee you can use either foot on 
ra Lets you ease 


LEFT FOO 





nm gas as you apply 
Ke, st quicker and 
smoother. Reduces fati 
avoids Me os Ss aod on 
trips. Ont 


“AUTO-TIMER” 
lector. Get more 
to 0% MORE 
quicker start ng. Adjus 
spark ey from your 
dash for all driving "4 
tions. Triple chromed. 
$8.85 postpaid. Great fn 


















NEWHOUSE... WORLD’S LARGEST 


Over 150,000 jal Auto Parts in Stock 
SATISFACTION ED 





Triple 
iP 


latest 

Large 5” gi . Fully 

adjustabie, just like ish 

name spotlight, wi 
expense. Oniy $13.95 

aoe (with Senet 


Chromed _ ‘“‘TEAR- 


CARBURETOR ADAPTERS — 
Install bigger carb for more 
POWER, or smailer carb for 
reater ECONOMY. 2 bolt X 

a $2.68; 2x4 $2.95; 

4 4xQuad 


= 
— ode 
has Active-Magnesium to 
NEUTRALIZE acids. Ainico 
MAGNET traps abrasive par- 
ticles. Double engine life, 


oi! lasts longer. NEUTRA- 
Sond only $2.45. © sag 
Mode! $2.95 


MAKES 
| GEARS 
args ~ Qui ET 





AIRPLANE-TYPE 
FIRE” SPARK PLUGS give 
up to 30 more HP, greater 
mileage, faster acceleration. 
Outlast ‘‘old-style’’ plugs 3 
to 1. New cooling fins, 
extra-rugged insulators, one- 
piece shell. $1.19 each, set 
of 8 $8.52 p 





“TRIPLE- 





OR YOUR MONEY BACK 





a CLEAN “RADIATOR 
ee — amaz- 
ng an ” Stops 

oe 





Easy “‘bolt-on’’ job to har- 
ness BIG OHV V-8 engines 
to standard ao 
transmission. cae 

early F-M $47. late 
$34.95; 49-58 Olds v-8, 
early $25.28, late $42.68; 
Fourteen other modeis. 
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as you dr 
Quitrs noisy ‘transmissions- 
— ine tor 3 gas 
miieage. Terrific for — 
Cars . . ASY 
ann. © FULL YEAR treat- 










~~ 










pd. 
Attractive TRIPLE-CHROME 


Missile-Age POROUS BRONZE 
fuel Filter removes ail 
gms. tars, dirt from fuel. 
urge Chamber smoothes 

pump lp ony saves 
flooding, stops g 










waste 
Gas VAPORIZED. * TRIPLE: 


CHROMED. Only $3.25 ppd. 


~ 











PANEL combining 5 toggle 
switches. For dash or any 
flat area. ideal for those 
extra accessories — Fog 
lights, Wheel lights, Rear 
Speakers, Engine Light, 
Elec. Deck Latch, etc. 
gain $3.85 postpaid. 













} Fuel 
Filter 

RESERVE FUEL TANK mounts 

under heed . holds % 


gal. emergency fuel. Out of 
gas? Just turn the auxiliary 
valve. Complete with tank, 
fuel filter, shut-off vaive, 
flexible hose and brackets. 
Terrific value $4.95 ppd. 


— — —RUSH ORDER COUPER — — — “| 


AMIE Se os vive ceccccweecbiccnsecccsecsineseccsiccesies 
(Print) | 

PE ana ic'te ce noccssiaesavecadpstssobaatenmaaxen sa 

DUTY. ccc cco cctcccontnccsccs ZONE... .STATE........... 


You need send only 20% with Coupon . 


. we will ship 


| C.0.D, for the catence. —S on euaranteed. 
ode! 


= Make. Divkiveckecaue 


“4 
nclosed please find $.............. 
| sen ee *rEMS BELOW Ai ONCE: | 
| ~ Quantity | Description—Give inte nf 
, ees eet het hae) ae 





iceeme Cyl... 


Calif. residents add 4% sales tax. | 








SUPER-TUNING 


Chevrolet Engines of 280-315-335 Horsepower 
Variety are Potent Performers with | 


“Know-How” Tuning 


S THE POWERPLANTS in America’s automobiles 
become more potent with each succeeding year, 
it becomes increasingly difficult for the neighborhood 
mechanic to cope with many of the problems created 
by this continual modernization campaign. The large 
bore, short stroke, overhead valve engines are capable 
of remarkable H.P. and torque outputs, but also present 
many problems that in mass production cannot so easily 
be solved. The different grades of gasoline obtainable 
by the American public along with the extremely high 
compression factor and the demand for smooth, quiet, 
trouble free operation tend to drag a necessary evil, 
often times referred to as “de-tuning”, into the picture. 
These necessary evils consist of such things as wide 
spread ignition curves to overcome the “pinging” 
noticed with cheaper grades of gasoline. The use of high 
air to fuel ratio’s in search of that ever precious addi- 
tional mile per gallon of gasoline and the high rear axle 
ratio now used as standard equipment in most new 
automobiles. All of these elements naturally tend to re- 
tard the performance factor. 
One of the hottest showroom models, now in the 
hands of many performance minded car enthusiasts, is 
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Chevrolet’s popular Impala with its potent powerplant. 
To these enthusiasts we direct this article. Of course, 
if your earlier model car's engine compartment con- 
ceals one of these late Chevrolet powerplants, then you 
too, can find the secrets to a super-tune up. 

The Impala we have selected for the feature is owned 
by Ronnie Balen, a drag racing enthusiast from Pasa- 
dena, California. The automobile is equipped with the 
optional 348 cubic inch 315 H.P. engine, a 4.56 rear axle 
ratio with positraction and a set of special exhaust 
headers. We might add that all modifications found 
to be advantageous for the 315 H.P. engine also apply 
to the 348 cubic inch 280 H.P. and 335 H.P. engines 
(with the exception of valve clearances in reference to 
the hydraulic lifter equipped engines.) 

After placing Ronnie’s Chev on the Clayton chassis 
dynamometer and adapting various pieces of the testing 
equipment we are ready for the precision tune-up which 
would uncover the hidden horses necessary to make the 
Impala a real winner. 


TEST #1 
The first series of tests referred to.on the accompany- 
CAR CRAFT 














‘LELE IMPALA. 


BY JOHN GHRAGHTYT 
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Photos by Al Paloczy 


ing graph as test #1 netted a very poor H.P. curve. It 
was evident that several things were in need of atten- 
tion, but in order to follow in a step-by-step procedure 
only one item was changed in this first test. The most 
prominent problem being on the secondary side of the 
ignition system. It was determined that one full heat 
range colder than the factory recommended spark plugs 
would be necessary to do the job. After installation of 
the spark plugs we were ready for test #2. 


TEST #2 

Although a considerable H.P. increase was evident it 
was quite clear that the factory wiring, designed as a 
resistor and equipped with a carbon center, would not 
carry the necessary secondary coil voltage to the spark 
plugs at high engine R.P.M. After replacing all spark 
plug wires with Packard 440 copper center cable and 
installing a new coil to distributor cap connector, we 
were now prepared for test run #3. 
TEST #3 

The increase in H.P. and R.P.M. was quite pleasing 
and our attention could now be directed to the carbure- 
tion system. The air fuel ratio meter in test #3 registered 
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15 parts of air to 1 part gasoline under maximum load 
condition. The desired fuel ratio for maximum H.P. is 
approximately 12 parts of air to 1 part of gasoline so 
it was quite evident that the mixture would have to be 
richened considerably. We calculated that a 10% increase 
in main jets would be necessary on the two end carbu- 
retors which are referred to as the secondaries, and 5% 
increase on the center or primary carburetor. This gave 
us .068 secondaries and .065 primary main jets. (Direc- 
tions and complete specifications on all carburetion 
modifications can be found in the special carburetion 
section accompanying this article). 


TEST #4 


Our next step showed us we were nearing our goal. 
The fine tuning, or sometimes referred to as super-tun- 
ing, could now begin. An exact distributor curve could 
be plotted and installed into the stock distributor. This 
is accomplished by locking the distributor into a posi- 
tion that would eliminate both theautomatic and vacuum 
advance. The timing marks located on the crank pulley 
are extended to 40 degrees before top dead center. The 
engine is now put under maximum load at a particular 


CONTINUED 










R.P.M. and the distributor is advanced and retarded 
until the point is found which produces maximum 
horsepower. This is repeated throughout the complete 
R.P.M. range and accurate records listed to show the 
amount of advance required by the engine to produce 
maximum H.P. This curve js then installed into the dis- 
tributor by the use of different weights, springs and 
stops. Desiring high R.P.M. H.P. the distributor points 
were installed with great care and a setting of 30 de- 
grees of dwell was found to be best. It was also dis- 
covered that in able to turn the distributor over 6000 
R.P.M., a small piece of rubber had to be installed behind 
the point arm to eliminate point vibration. (Directions 
and complete specifwations on all ignition modifications 
can be found in the special ignition section accompany- 
ing this article.) 

Having perfected the ignition we now directed our 


1. Stock distributor is checked before 
modification to determine the wear. 
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2. After determining the travel of the 
distributor weights, drill a small hole. 
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attention to trimming the edges off the carburetion sys- 
tem. To smooth the openings of the secondaries and 
reduce the over rich accelerator pump action, the pump 
arms on both secondary carburetors were removed. A 
.070 main jet was installed in both secondary carbure- 
tors and .063 main jets were installed in the primary 
carburetor. Both return springs located at the throttle 
shafts on the secondary carburetors were stretched to 
reduce tension. This not only made the secondary car- 
buretors easier to open, but also eliminated the possi- 
bility of a partial closing of the secondaries at “O” 
vacuum. 


TEST #6 

Our next progressive test showed no increase in 
horsepower, but the smooth throttle response was 
very noticeable. 


3. Self tapping screw used to stop the 
distributor weights in desired position. 
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TEST #7 

A valve setting of .008 intake and .012 exhaust, im- 
stead of the recommended .008 intake and .018 exhaust, 
was tried. This was done with the intention of extend- 
ing the H.P. range of the engine, increasing the valve 
lift and duration of the exhaust. It seemed to work 
quite well as you can see by the upper end of the 
power curve on the chart concerning test #7. 

From observation of the power curve it was also 
quite evident that an undesirable flat spot was found 
throughout the low R.P.M. range (this is a normal preb- 
lem with all long duration camshafts). It was decided 
to advance the camshaft 2% degrees which is equal to 
5 crankshaft degrees,-as the camshaft turns % the speed 
of the crankshaft. This opens and closes the valves 
sooner, and therefore increases the torque characteristics 
of any camshaft. 

TEST #8 


Wringing out the Impala once more on the dyna- 
mometer found everyone in agreement and satisfied 
with a job well done. 

Ronnie Balen holds the Central California Grand 
Championship single and two way records, and local 
drag strip records, with speeds of 102 plus and low 
elapsed time of 13.80 seconds. After three separate pro- 
tests which netted demands for two complete tear 
downs, the engine was found to be without a doubt 
perfectly stock. Needless to say, Ronnie is still out at 
the local drag strip getting his Sunday trophy. 

The exact step-by-step procedures on conversion of 
both the ignition and carburetion systems can be found 
on the following pages. 

BASIC OPERATION 

There are six basic systems incorporated in the 
Rochester 2-jet carburetors used in the triple two-barrel 
installation. They are float, idle, part nn power, 
accelerator pump and choke. 

All six systems are used in the center or ny car- 
buretor while the secondary carburetors (front and 
rear) have the float, part throttle and accelerator pump 
systems only. 

During partial throttle operation the primary car- 
buretor distributes the air fuel ratio while the secon- 
dary carburetors remain inoperative. The secondary 
carburetors are engaged in the following manner. A 
vacuum switch located on the primary carburetor is 


4. Excess length of set screw is cut 
allowing rotor to fit over the weights. 
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5. Grind a small slot in weight to clear 
screw stop used for mech. advance. 
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Comparative H.P, chart in relation to dynamomoter tests. 


operated by a tang on the accelerator pump lever. The 
vacuum switch is connected directly to the vacuum 
booster, side of the fuel vacuum diaphragm which is 
connected to the front carburetor throttle lever. 

When the primary carburetor throttle valves open 
approximately sixty degrees the vacuum switch opens 
and the vacuum from the booster pump is applied to the 
diaphragm. This opens the throttle valves on both 
secondary carburetors simultaneously distributing the 
remaining necessary air fuel ratio. 


MODIFICATION OF THE STOCK IGNITION 
SYSTEM FOR TOP PERFORMANCE: 


Let's not allow ourselves to become involved in 
basic electronics, as we can eliminate most of this and 
go on to a simple step-by-step “how-to-do-it” article 
which in this case I believe we are more concerned with. 

We suggest a local tune up shop be kept in mind to 
calibrate the final touches of this ignition modification 
on a distributor synchronizer. 

We will begin with the removal of the distributor. 
The distributor cap is removed first and a note is taken 
on the position of the rotor. This determines the position 
of the distributor and must be replaced in the same 
location. A hold down clamp and bolt are now removed 
along with the vacuum advance line and the distributor 
is lifted gently, then removed. 

Before the modifications begin we must determine the 
condition of the distributor. The distributor shaft bush- 
ings are checked for any excessive , nents 7 one 






6. Modified distributor assembled de- 
picting mech, advance stop installed. 
CONTINUED 






























































SUPER-TUNING 
THE IMPALA 


the shaft sideways, this is very important. Bad distributor 
bushings will cause the opening of the points to vary. 
The distributor plate is also checked for any excessive 
looseness by trying to move the plate up and down by 
holding to condensor or any other part of the outer edge 
of the plate. If there is any looseness apparent, the plate 
should be replaced as it will cause erratic point vibra- 
tion and also will cause the vacuum diaphragm to 
function improperly. We suggest the installation of a 
ball bearing plate, available at most parts stores. 

If a distributor synchronizer is available it is recom- 
mended procedure to run the distributor from “0” 
R.P.M. to approximately 4000 engine R.P.M., keeping 
track of the stock ignition curve and observing the con- 
dition of the point cam, by the firing location of each 
cylinder. A variation of 1 degree allowed for maximum 
performance. (The distributor advance curve is listed by 
distributor number and is available in most repair 
shops. The wear of the cam can be detected by using 
micrometers across the top part of the lobes and com- 
paring figures if a synchronizer is not available.) | 

The distributor is now ready for modification. The 
first change concerns the ignition spark curve. For those 
who do not have a chassis dynamometer in the imme- 
diate locale, a good relative formula to determine a 
curve that would be advantageous in your particular 
case can be accomplished by following these simple 
steps. Remove the necessary parts to leave the mecha- 
nical advance mechanism exposed, determine the 
approximate amount of travel, as illustrated in the step- 
by-step photo story. This can later be adjusted by filing 
as necessary to increase the travel to the recommended 
point. The examination of the stock distributor curve 
shows us that the distributor is continually advancing 
as high in some cases as 2000 distributor R.P.M.’s de- 
pending on the make and year of the car in question. 
A certain amount of advance is evident at 1250 distribu- 
tor R.P.M. This figure in most cases is the point that 
maximum lead is actually necessary for maximum power. 
It is also noticed at this point that the total amount of 
the curve compared to the figure the stock curve gives 
us, is short by the average of 8 or 9 crankshaft degrees. 
The installation of a self tapping screw solves this 
by stopping the curve at 1250 distributor R.P.M. 

The original timing marks can no longer be used, 
therefore a relative position must be determined. A re- 
examination of the original curve will show a maximum 
amount of advance. Because the crankshaft speed is 
twice that of the camshaft and distributor, the maxi- 
mum distributor advance figure must be doubled and 
the initial advance recommended by the factory is 
added. This gives us the total amount of advance 
required. The total curve of the reworked ignition is 
now doubled and this figure subtracted from the com- 
plete original curve. This figure is used as the new 
initial timing figure. (The example of this process can be 
seen in the “Modified Distributor Curve” chart.) 

Original equipment points and condensor are recom- 
mended for installations of this type, along with proper 
care in examining all necessary leads to cancel out any 
chance of a positive to ground connection. Alignment 
of the point faces is as important as the proper point 





settings. In all cases the factory setting is recommended. 
Without these two factors a high R.P.M. distributor unit 
is impossible. After a complete double check the distri- 
butor is ready to be installed in the same manner as 
it was removed, keeping in mind the original rotor 
position and using the new timing mark location. 

Now with the examination of the coil, resistor, distri- 
butor cap and rotor, the modified distributor unit will 
produce the additional boost necessary to take you out 
of that “second class” position. 


EXAMPLE ONLY 
ORIGINAL DISTRIBUTOR CURVE 

DIST. R.P.M. AMOUNT OF ADVANCE 
3 degrees 
750 5 degrees 
1000 9 degrees 
1250 13 degrees 
1500 14 degrees 
1750 15 degrees 
2000 17 degrees 


Total amount of advance times crank speed equals auto- 
matic advance. 17 x 2 = 34. 36 degrees being desired. 
Two degrees are initially given as recommended tim- 


ing mark. 
MODIFIED DISTRIBUTOR CURVE 


DIST. R.P.M. AMOUNT OF ADVANCE 

500 3 degrees 

750 5 degrees 
1000 9 degrees 
1250 13 degrees 
1500 13 degrees 
1750 13 degrees 
2000 13 degrees 


Total amount of advance times crank speed equals auto- 
matic advance. 13 x 2 = 26. 36 degrees being desired. 
Ten degrees are needed for initial timing mark. 

Now that the directions and step-by-step procedure 
are completed, I’m sure you will find the first touch of 
the throttle quite a revelation in new performance. The 
real test is your local drag strip. The following modifi- 
cations of super-tuning have worked for me—if fol- 
lowed correctly, I see no reason why they can’t send 
you home a winner too. 





FRONT CENTER CENTER = REAR 


CARBURETOR No. “7011951 7012509 Syn._7011952 AT. 7011959. 
7012851 ma aa 7012853 
SMALL VENTURI 1%" = -1-3/16" 1-3/16" 1%” 
MAIN METERING JETS 070 063 063 .070 
IDLE NEEDLE HOLES - 046 .040 - 
sec. LOWER - 033 028 - 
DISCHARGE MIDDLE = 029 .029 - 
HOLES —_UPPER “i 035 032 “ 
SPARK DRULNGS == is ——s(2).040—s(2)0— i 
PUMP JETS .030 026 026 .030 
POWER RESTRICTIONS ~- 048 051 - 
CHOKE CHANNEL — 089 089 ~ 
RESTRICTIONS py.pass - 040 .040 - 
IDLE TUBE RESTRICTION - 029 031 - 





Above is pictured the basic specifications of triple carb- 
uretion for both the standard and automatic transmissions. 
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. First step is to remove screws in air 2. After removal of air horn (upper 3. Photo above of Rochester carbure- 
horn to gain access to the main jets. section of carburetor} jets are removed. tor; arrows point to main jets position. 


. The main jets are now removed with 5. Remove main jets. Take exceptional 6. Before drilling main jets it is good 
use of common screwdriver as shown. care not to drop jets into the venturi. practice to check size with wire gauge. 


7. A drill press and vise should be 
used when enlarging the size of jets. secondary carbs should be weakened. be installed if permitted by 
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With more than enough — you have to 
agree that John Moskito’s custom Chev is a- 


TIP-TOP HARDTOP 





Strictly decorative, the trunk features inset panel made 
of perforated metal with chrome trim pieces from ‘55 
Cadillac. Round rod was used fo construct rolled lip 
comprising oval assembly housing; note the center peak. 


Black and white Naugahyde features unusual design; 
white rolls run perpendicular to dark pleats, trimmed 
with black piping. Padded section is added to dash and 
transmission housing. All interior moldings are chrome. 





Photos by Frank Faraone 


Vertical quads are of ‘58 Chev origin, tunneled into 
frenched opening. Extended hood meets concaved ‘54 
Kaiser grille protected by '57 DeSoto bumper/grille bar 
with floating center bar capped by plastic turn lights. 
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DeSoto unit identical to front is used for rear; fender extends over bumper due 
to the deep-set location. Exterior color scheme is an Organic Purple lacquer job. 


Johnny Moskito of Newark, California, commissioned Harold Belshaw's shop in 
Fremont, California, to produce metalwork from Moskito's designs and drawings. 


Taillight unit is constructed of two ‘56 Lincoln lenses glued together, mounted 
in frenched opening. Fender is slightly extended; top edge forms lip over lens. 
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... [t's all about a frantic threat facing every custom car cat! 








DOLLS TOOK OVER 


“TISTEN, DAD,” quavered the voice on the phone, 
“I wanna give you an exclusive interview. All 

about a frantic threat facing every custom car cat. 

You split over here, and it’s like confession time.” 

“Who and where are you?” I asked. 

“Waldo McWilde, Ill be waiting for you the back 
booth at the Tool Inn. Hurry, dad. I wanna go through 
with this blabbermouth bit before I come to my senses.” 

“I'm practically there,” I assured him. 

The Tool Inn is a crummy little cafe in a section of 
Hollywood that went out with silent pictures. As I 
drove, I wondered if McWilde really had a story or 
if this was just another blind alley. Ordinarily, I'm as 
leery as a worm at a robin rally when it comes to guys 
phoning me material. Like the clown who called last 
week, insisting Detroit is retooling for all-out produc- 
tion of chromed go-karts to fight the foreign, small car 
invasion. In my business you have to use discretion. 
Anyway, McWilde sounded pretty sincere. 

Reaching the Inn, I found Waldo McWilde hunched 
down in the back booth. He had the air of a guy with 
a price on his head, and he looked as though he hadn't 
slept since he was ten years old. I signaled for two 
coffees and slid into the seat opposite him. 

“You Kohler?” McWilde inquired carefully. 

I nodded, holding up my notebook and ballpoint. 

“Tm down in flames and I know it, see?” He gulped 
at his coffee. “I just didn’t read the score until the 
game was over. I mean, it was no contest, dad.” 

“Start from the beginning,,” I suggested. 

McWilde took another, shuddering pull at his coffee 
and stared bleakly into space. 

“Well, dad, I had this wild car. Chopped. Chan- 
nelled. Lowered just to the right inch. A real eye- 
popper. The interior was all pearl-grey Naugahyde. 
The exterior was sixty-two coats of Candy Apple Red 
lacquer. A real swinging color, you know. Dad, I mean 
that car was the sweetest sight that ever crawled 
through traffic.” 

“Okay,” I said. “You had this fine car.” 

“Then, one day, I met Dollgirl,” McWilde winced, 
but his face took on a dreamy expression. “Little-red- 
head. Big brown eyes. Skin like fresh cream. I mean, 
I took one look at her and quit collecting stamps in 
my spare time.” 

“That good, eh?” 

“The wildest thing since bubble-gum, dad. What with 
the car and Dollgirl, I figured I had it knocked. She 
even dressed in outfits that matched the car’s Candy 
color. When we drove through town, crowds cheered 
and all like that.” 

“Where’s the problem?” I asked. 

“Getting to it,” murmured McWilde. “From the day 
I got Dollgirl and my car together, trouble began arriv- 
ing like it was gift-wrapped. Be sure you make a note 
of that, man. It was nothing but difficulty in overdrive 
from that day to this.” 

I made a note of it. 
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“At first, it was only the usual, minor things like 
lipstick all over the upholstery. Nothing really serious, 
you understand. Just the usual stuff. When I vacuumed 
the interior —I picked up a ton of bobby-pins. A guy 


expects this kind of jazz — you got a doll.” 


I nodded in 

“One day, she ins me toss out the shrunken head 
and the giant dice and all the other wild goodies I kept 
dangling over the dash. Doll girl had an appetite like 
a starved tiger. She began hanging bunches of grapes, 
oranges, bananas and strings of bologna over the dash. 
She began keeping candybars and sacks of pastries in 
the glove compartment. First thing I knew, the car 
started smelling like a garbage can.” 

I retched in polite sympathy. 

“Pretty soon,” continued McWilde, “I had trouble 
even locating the foot-pedals for all the candy wrap- 
pers, popcorn, fruit and empty malt containers strewn 
on the floorboards. Between the lipstick, candybar and 
mascara stains on the seats, the Naugahyde upholstery 
was out of sight!” 

“It was like spring cleaning seven days a week, dad, 
to keep up with the mess.” 

“Sounds rather heady, all right,” I said. 


CONTINUED 





.. Dollgirl kept reassuring me that it was alright 
because her hound was supposed to be a lap-dog? 
23 





“This was only the beginning,” 
groaned McWilde dismally. “Doll- 
girl was careless about a lot of other 
things. She could never remember to 
replace the loudspeaker on its stand 
when we left drive-in movies. Dad, 
we tore that door off its hinges like 
on schedule. I finally had to weld it 
on to stop the damage!” 

“Strong cables on those loudspeak- 
ers,” I mused aloud. 

“Then, there was this evil kid 
brother. Man, that kid was strictly 
from wickedville. Everytime I went 
over to Dollgirl’s pad and left the car 
outside untended for even a few 
minutes — this kid got busy chalking 
out areas for scoops and general trim 
work right on the finish of the car. I 
finally had to chain chalk easers to 
the spotlights.” 

“Bright little monster, wasn’t he!” I 
commented. 

“Yeh, but I got him off my back by 
going into hock for a beatup old 
stock jalopy which I gave him to play 
with. Even without a mill in it, it 
24 


...my car was taking sweepstake trophies like they were going out of style! 








cost me my lunch money for nine 
weeks.” 

“That was using the old head,” I 
told him. 

“A Vic Tanny grad never lost 
weight any faster,” snarled McWilde 
bitterly. “I mean, nine weeks without 
lunch is a tough route.” 

“That's life,” I pondered. “One 
darn sacrifice after another. Well, 
what happened next?” 

“I really goofed,” He beat the 
tabletop softly with a tightly clench- 
ed fist.“I went and really goofed, dad! 
I started letting Dollgirl borrow the 
car now and then. At first, it wasn’t 
so bad. I almost went nuts readjust- 
ing the rearview mirror each time 
after she'd used the car. And there 
was the seat-adjusting bit too.” 

“Seat-adjusting?” 

“Yeh, I hadda keep shoving the 
seat back so I wasn’t jammed up 
against the windshield. Dollgirl kept 
cramming it forward. I kept shoving 
it back. Forward, backward, for- 
ward, backward. It was like war. 


Then, she played dirty pool and took 
the car to a body shop and had the 
seat welded to fit her leg-reach. 
Welded yet! After that, I couldn't 
drive the car: It was too much like 
being top sardine in an economy- 
size can!” 

“Cheeez!” 

“So Dollgirl and I worked out a 
deal where she picked me up at my 
house when we went out.” McWilde 
held his head in his hands, pure 
shame contorting his features. “She 
started showing up at my place, at 
night, leaning on the horn and yell- 
ing things like: ‘Make tracks, kiddo— 
I ain't swinging this way twice!’ It 
was horrible. The whole neighbor- 
hood took to complaining to my 
folks.” 

“Ye gads,” I gasped. 

“Oh, that wasn’t the worst part,” 
murmured McWilde in a low sob. 
“Doll-girl’s got this huge dog. I 
mean, he was like glandular trouble 
on four feet, Dollgirl refused to go 
anywhere without the hound. Since 
there just wasn’t room enough for 
us to sit three across, I hadda park 
myself on the dog’s lap.” 

“You sat on the hound’s lap?” I 
yelled disbelievingly. 

- “Well, man,” said McWilde defen- 
sively, “he was bigger than me. Be- 
sides, Dollgirl kept reassuring me it 
was all right because he was sup- 
posed to be a lap-dog.” 

I tried to mask the pity in my face 
by clanking the coffee cups at the 
tired witch behind the Inn’s counter. 
No wonder the chap looks defeated, 
I thought. No wonder, after the scene 
he’s been put through. 

“From that point on, it was all 
downhill,” said McWilde in a hoarse 
whisper. “Dollgirl hogged the car. all 
the time, only bringing it around 
when she needed bread for gas—and 
most of the time she didn’t even 
show up for that. I started getting 
long distance phone calls, three or 
four times a week, telling me she 
was out of gas. Naturally, I had to 
wire her the loot. After all, I was still 
the registered owner. I finally hadda 
ask her to stop calling me collect, 
though. It was like fulltime bank- 
ruptcy. I found a second job at night 
and gave up eating lunch again.” 

Silently, I gripped his shoulder to 
show I understood. 

“Dollgirl promised me she would 
see to it that the car was displayed 
at all the Car Shows, but when word 
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THE DAY THE DOLLS TOOK OVER 


drifted back regarding the way she was displaying the 
car —I pleaded with her to drop the responsibility.” 

“Why?” 

“Listen,” said McWilde in anguished tones, “Would 
you want your fine little custom shown off in public 
with guitars strung all over it, pictures of the top rock 
‘n roll brass parked on the hood and a big, stupid lap- 
dog — wearing a ribbon yet while strumming a village 
guitar baying to ‘I’m Goin’ To Kansas City.’ This while 
thousands of car-lovers passed by, howling their lousy 
heads off with amusement?” Tears glistened in his 
bloodshot eyes. “Dollgirl ignored me like I was thin 
air 


“Odd, to say the least,” I murmured, 

“Odd my thumbnail,” wailed McWilde. “Even with 
the guitars, the crummy photos and that stupid hound 
— my car was taking sweepstake trophies like they were 
going out of style! Dollgirl was mad with power now. 
She formed a car club made up of other chicks who had 
pilfered cars from their boyfriends. The whole gang of 
them began dragging around town!” 

“Fantastic!” I breathed. 

“Made themselves club jackets and everything. Call 
themselves the GLENDALE GEAR GIRLS. The last\I 
heard, they were waiting for their charter from the 
NHRA.” There was a long, depressing silence broken 
only by the sound of McWilde grinding his molars. 

I sat back, studying my notes. 

“This is the story of the year—if it’s true, Waldo. 
But how do I know you aren’t just making all this up 
to get your name in the magazine?” 

He smiled wryly. 

“Have a gander at what’s bopping down the avenue 
this very minute, dad,” suggested McWilde—his face 
turning white. “THERE GOES DOLLGIRL NOW!” 

I had a brief glimpse of a mottled, pink coupe whizz- 
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ing by at a spirited clip. Behind the wheel sat this 
redheaded doll with what looked like a huge mongrel 
sitting beside her. I turned to McWilde. 

“But you told me your car was Candy Apple Red.” 

“It was,” he moaned painfully. “Dollgirl and her 
friends held a finger-painting rally and slopped that 
gaudy pink over those sixty-two coats of hand-rubbed 
lacquer. I get sick to my stomach, everytime I think 
about it.” 

We rose and shagged to the sidewalk outside. 

“I'm going to use your story,” I informed him. “Maybe 
it will help some other guy avoid your mistakes and 
keep him out of the terrible mess you're in.” 

“Thanks, dad,” he said simply. 

“One last item,” I said. “You haven't told me how you 
are getting around these days, now that Dollgirl took 
over your wheels. For example, how did you get way 
out here in this extinct neighborhood?” 

McWilde’s face assumed a shifty expression. He drop- 
ped his eyes and furtively glanced in other directions. 
Then suddenly he stepped back into the shadows — dis- 
appearing into the dark alley behind the coffee shop. 

I couldn’t figure it — him just walking away so mys- 
terious like without answering. But humiliation is the 
complex of complexes, and McWilde surely had his 
load. 

While crossing the street, preoccupied with thoughts 
of McWilde’s weird tale, I was startled by the roar of 
an engine behind me.-Quickly turning, I saw this object 
coming at me. I leaped for safety, just making the curb 
in time as this low-slung vehicle came charging out of 
the dark alley and careened down the dimly lighted 
street followed by the echo of a whining engine. I may 
be wrong, or better yet, you may think I’m striking for 
a bench at the state hospital — but I could swear that it 
was McWilde...on a go-cart! 





25 





a ve 
3 
Fo Rak 


‘A REAL WINNER 


Beautifully restored '36 Ford 
chalks up ten straight first place awards 
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is Extremely neat engine compartment illustrates sound workmanship and fine construction employed by Jim Adamson of 
Vallejo, Calif. Potent ‘55 Thunderbird powerplant is connected to '39 Ford trans via Cragar adaptor in Adamson's ‘36 


Ford sedan, Decorative wire, hose covering adds spice to Zola-toned firewall. Visible components have been chromed. 







Photos by Frank Faraone 





Turtle-deck trunk compartment and underside of lid, 
received white Naugahyde with pleated brown panels 
for glamorizing. Safety and road equipment included. 


ABOVE LEFT. The sedan was restored to its original 
stock condition, and then updated by rechroming of 
the trim, and the covering of the runningboards. 


LEFT, 2'%2"" dropped front dagoes Ford slightly. Adam- 
son substituted ‘39 steering gear, '40 brakes and spin- 
dle. Stock wheels front; reversed, chromed on rear. 





Spic 'n span interior, upholstered with brown and white 
Naugahyde by M&J, Vallejo. Color blends with buff 
enameled exterior. Note ribbed column, ‘Bird wheel. 
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JLLING THE REAR PAN on early model roadsters 
has long been an established procedure for clean- 

ing up the otherwise jumbled body lines. But only fairly 
recently has this idea been adopted by owners of late 
model cars for an integral part of their car's styling. At 
first it may seem that the installation is quite involved 
but actually it is a fairly easy operation. There are three 
basic methods which may be used. One is to add sheet 
metal to the car’s stock pap, rolling it under. This is 
the easiest way but only cértain late model cars have 
the right type rear pan and fender combination to allow 
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LED PANS 


Customizers borrow a classic feature from 
the roadster boys - for late model restyling 
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By Darryl Starbird 


it. Another is to build a completely new rear pan from 
sheet metal, forming it to blend with the design of the 
car. This is the most versatile method as it allows you 
to use any design you wish. The last is to use a section 
cut from a long, late model fender which has a rolled 
curvature-suitable for the adaptation. No matter which 
method is employed, the same steps as shown in the 
following photo story will be used for the mounting of 
the rolled pan. A good plan is to make a cardboard 
pattern for experimenting before beginning the actual 
labor. Much grief can be saved by doing so. 
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Sectioned '49 Ford shown at top of page is excellent 
example of smooth styling created by rolled pan on rear. 


Rear of the '59 Chevrolet Impala takes on bulky but clean 
appearance with installation of large, curved rolled pan. 


The ‘57 Ford installation is similar to one shown in the 
photo story, Expanded metal and scallops are for accent. 


Sculptured effect is gained by '55 Chevrolet with a wild 
version of a rolled pan. Notice deck peaks run into pan. 
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1, Remove bumper and the stock pan 2. This is the rolled rear pan cut and 3. Tack a brace in center of the pan to 
from rear of car, grind down the edges. formed to fit, as explained in the copy. hold in position, braze ends to body. 


4. Remove brace and braze rolled pan 5. Filler pieces must be cut, brazed 6. Grind down bare metal area, clean 
solidly across the rear body panel. in place between the pan and the body. weld bead thoroughly with rotary stone. 





ROLLED PANS | 
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7. Go over surface to be leaded with 8. Apply stick lead to surface, shap- 9. Again grind down the surface, Work 
tinning compound, then wipe it clean. ing to contour with a wooden paddle. leaded section smooth with a body file. 


10. Remove file marks and imperfec- 11. Clean area thoroughly with wax 12. Spray on primer coats, sanding be- 
tions by block sanding with wet paper. and grease remover, apply metal prep. tween each coat. Finish coat is next. 
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is KITS 


Manufacturers introduce 
Plastic models for 
custom car enthusiasts 











By Jim Gilbert 


FO QUITE SOMETIME, young and old enthusiasts 

of custom cars have been experimenting, designing, 
building, and enjoying the construction and display of 
plastic automobile kits. The big drawback in the past 
has been the difficulty involved in transposing a stock 
model kit to custom appearance. Needless to say, the 
work of creating your own accessories and special cus- 
tom appearances was a tedious craft. 

Today, model car enthusiasts needn’t labor over this 
problem. Two manufacturers, AMT and Revell, have 
recently supplemented their line of models with a new 
kit designed exclusively for customizing. Unlike their 
predecessors, these kits allow quick, easy assembly with 
no parts substitution 

All makes and models of the latest automobiles are 
available to the builder. For customizing, there are all 
of the latest accessories such as chromed lakes plugs, 
Moon and spinner hubcaps, accessory grilles, bullets, 
dual spotlights and antennas, scallops and striping, 
skirts, Continental kit, and special taillights. 

Many different fields can be explored with these kits, 
most of all, the pure fun of building one. The kits are 
available at leading department, drug and hobby stores. 
If they are not available in your locality, we suggest 
you write: A.M.T. Corporation, 21535-cc Groesbeck 
Hwy., East Detroit, Michigan or Revell Inc., 4223-cc 
Glencoe St., Venice, California. 


Completed models illustrate two versions of AMT '59 Ford 
kit, Model at left is custom, one at right is stock car racer. 





Kits are authentic in every detail, Here, finishing touches 
are given engine installation. Note louver/flame decor. 





Soth kits inclede decal sheet of Jeatee a aa a0 strip- 
ing for easy restyling. Bold numbers are for stock car racers. 









Photos by Al Paloezy 


Moon discs, side pipes, louvers, antennas, are among items 
found in kits. George Barris was consultant for Revell kits. 





Side pipes, painted silver, are easily attached to AMT's '59 
Ford convertible. Note scallops, skirts, plain Moon discs. 








Adam Coffee 
takes a break 
from customs to 
build one of the 


East's finest roadsters 


| TALE 


- COFFEE Ne 
GRINDER 
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The fact that Adam Coffee's beautiful ‘30 Ford Roadster has won 15 firsts in 20 
car shows is proof enough that the three years spent in building were well worth it. 


Adam who lives in Nanticole, Pa., did the 7” channel job and Z'd frame, giving 
the roadster good handling as well as looks. Custom Garage, also in Pa., handled 
remainder of custom work. Doors, cowling, deuce shell are filled for smooth look. 


— e 
Blue and white Naugahyde, pleat/roll 
fashion, was done by Ricardo's. Special 
dash panel with SW and Ford gauges 
is mounted on pleated covering. Furry 
floor rug is intended for auto shows. 


Extremely nice rear fender treatment utilizes Model A fend- 
ers which are trimmed, raised, and frenched to the body. 
Front fenders are made from Continental spare tire covers. 


Photos by Woody Higgins 


283 cubic inch Chevy is fuel injected, runs Dutov cam. 
Weber flywheel and Auburn clutch are teamed with '39 Ford 
transmission to transmit power, Wild headers are handmade. 
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W ILE ELM s 
CUSTOM SHOP 


REST Y Les 
THE 36 FORD 


AVE YOU EVER WONDERED what could 
be accomplished by adapting the latest cus- 
tomizing ideas to an early model car? We did. 
To answer our question, we contacted Joe Wil- 
helm of Wilhelm’s Custom Shop of San Jose, 
California to present his ideas on the ‘late to 
early’ restyle. Wilhelm chose the 36 Ford coupe 
as a basis for his custom ideas, modifying the 
Ford within a budget of $1000. 


BODY MODIFICATIONS 


By far the most drastic feature on the '36 is the 
body channeling. Though this is not considered 
late model restyling, it was a very necessary 
change according to Wilhelm. The body was 
dropped over the frame a full eight inches; fen- 
ders were raised to their new mountings with 
new radiused openings. Due to the low height, 
running boards were not needed, so they were 
discarded and the mounting holes filled-in. The 
majority of the chrome trim was removed and 
holes filled during the channeling process. 


FRONTAL CHANGES 


The °36 possesses a peculiarly shaped grille. 
Replacing this with another grille is a difficult 
chore, but with the introduction of the 58 Edsel, 
a perfect replacement was. found. On our Ford, 
Joe molded the Edsel shell sans grille to the 
front. This called for reshaping the side and 
hood panels. To accomplish this, Wilhelm re- 
placed them with special-built aluminum panels. 

Joe utilized round rod for construction of the 
new grille. The rod was installed in a horizontal 
position, with one center bar lending peaked 
effect. 

Headlights were completely changed. Basis 
for the new assembly comes from a 59 Lincoln. 
The Lincoln lights are deeply tunneled in the 
fenders, with a hood constructed over them. 
Leading to this installation is a special airscoop 
which is cut into the fenders containing similar 
grille work as found decorating the center Edsel 
innovation. Nerf bars were added to the front, 
with parking lights from a 58 Pontiac used for 
additional appeal. 


REAR ASPECT 


To enhance the raised rear fenders, Wilhelm 
rolled a special rear pan for the Ford using par- 
tial panel sections from a ’54 Nash hood. If de- 
sired, the pan could be louvered before installa- 


36 





CAR CRAFT 











Illustrations by Pete Millar 


Joe Wilhelm 
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tion. A curved nerf bar was built to 
protect the rear. It has a mesh screen 
insert, on which is mounted the 
license plate. The continental kit 
is pirated from a ‘59 Plymouth Fury 
and is molded to the deck. 

Striving for a definitely different 
idea for the taillights, Wilhelm dis- 
covered a very simple, but clever 
idea: telescoping four-inch tubing 
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RESTY LING 
| THE '36 FORD 





into the fender. In the center of the 
tubing, a spear from the 58 Mercury 
taillamp is installed, with the tip pro- 
truding about two inches out of the 
opening. A small bumper guard is 
added to the lower tip of each fen- 
der as a semi-nerf bar. 
DETAILS 

Due to extensive modifications, 
Wilhelm chose to paint the Ford with 


58 Buick Silver Mist color. 

Many feel that the 36 Ford coupe 
is the first break between the early 
model street coupes or rods, and the 
custom cars as we know them today. 
Joe Wilhelm’s modified ’36 Ford is 
proof enough that the early automo- 
biles can be given a one-of-a-kind 
appearance utilizing latest restyling 
ideas. 
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SPORTSTERS 


Sleek pint-size sports cars point to full-size fun and competition 









INIATURE VEHICLES, de- photos by Colin Creitz, Bob D’Olivo 

signed primarily for fun, are 
currently enjoying a high peak of 
popularity. One of the latest addi- 
tions to join the market of the quarter 
and half midgets, go carts, and 
cycles is the new line of midget 
sports cars. 

Large cockpit areas permit all 
members of the family to enjoy the 
sheer fun of driving these small 
sportsters. Powered by Continental, 
Briggs & Stratton or Clinton engines, 
the sleek little cars are available in 
a number of optional engine, chassis, 
and body combinations. Competition 
classes are currently being formed to 
increase the scope of the miniature 
sports cars. At presstime, a group of 
Southern California adults are al- 
ready actively engaged in weekly 
races indicating the growing interest 
in these cars. 


40 CAR CRAFT 
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CONNETTI MONZA 9 —)hasically a cart with 


3 Pn ex 


Ci 


ody shell of ian competition flavor. Fiberglass body has removable 
rear panel for immediate access to engine. Interior is upholstered in padded Naugahyde for comfort, On-off toggle switch 
is mounted on dash in easy reach. Up forward is a Ferrari-type grille; six color combinations are available for Monza. 


bulkheads for support. Brake lever operates internal expanding unit. 
. Wheelbase is 47”, tread 30”, overall height with body 21 2” for 170 Ib. 
sportster, For info: Charcon Inc., 7137-cc Laurel Canyon, Hollywood, Calif. 


Continental 3-h.p. engine comes with Monza, however optional conver- 
sions are available. Final drive ratio via chain is 7.25-1, Rear axle has 
self-aligning ball bearings. Front end features direct steering, adjustable 
rods and aircraft ball joints. Swing axles are independently coil sprung. 
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One of many frame/body/engine vari- 
ations is this Spinster Urchin chassis 
with Sportster Grand Prix-type body. 
Constructed of fiberglass, the shell has 
optional louver panels installed, plus 
airscoop. Body panels are reinforced 
with laminated strengthening supports. 
Direct all inquiries to: Spinster Corp., 
22473-cc Cora St., Farmington, Mich. 





Cockpit area is fitted with Naugahyde covered seat 
cushion and liner, Steering wheel is optional; can 
be ordered in half or full circle. Direct linkage 
is standard, but rack and pinion can be installed. 
Note indentation in body for rear wheel and fire. 


Modified cart chassis is of tubular construction; 
side rails act as braces. Briggs & Stratton engine 
is mounted behind rear axle, uses jack-shaft drive 
arrangement. Low center of gravity achieved with 
this method of engine mounting. Note full belly pan. 

CAR CRAFT 
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Sportster with 50” wheelbase and 31” tread permits occupancy of two 
adults in upholstered cockpit, Fiberglass body is envelope-style, can 
be ordered in various colors. Four different versions of the Devin Jr. 
offered, based mainly upon engine variations from stock to full race. 


Five minutes time and removal of nine bolts is all that it takes to 
detach body. Frame is Heliarc welded tubular steel, Note belly pan. 


r eter ae NIT 


ABOVE. LEFT. Drag link steering is employed. Tie rods are adjustable. 
Wheels are 6” diameter, mount 14” knobby tires, For information, 
write: Small Car Engineering, 2463-cc Chico Ave., El Monte, Calif. 


Hand lever, mounted left side of chassis, actuates internal expanding 
two-shoe brakes on rear wheels. Note Timken tapered roller bearings. 
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Pride and joy of Irvington, California is Jerry Furtado's fine '53 Ford coupe. Owning a shop, J, Bee's Auto Body, enabled 
Furtado to perform work himself in six months time. Silver metallic lacquer is graced by conservative Royal Blue scallops. 


Furtado employed canted quad headlights, assembly from 
‘58 Chev Impala, and tubular grille in molded shell for dis- 
guised front. Reworked hood has rounded corners, no trim. 


Grille assembly from '59 Mercury is installed on lower deck 
panel, borders molded '49 Chev license bracket, '54 Ford 
station wagon bumper guards used on front, rear bumpers. 


BELOW, LEFT + Fenders were extended and angled to aid 
installing of ‘57 Lincoln taillight lenses. Round rod was used 
to french lights to fenders. White striping outlines scallops. 


Furtado reports that toughest job was top scoop. Rear glass 
and white Naugahyde headliner were removed to complete 
chore. Hand formed, scoop uses '54 Merc teeth for accent. 





aaa ee 


custom tape—- aw S. 
PMI | » 


for any 
custom Car = 


(CUSTOMIZING WITH TAPE? Sounds strange, 
but more and more custom car owners are 
finding that much can be done with this versatile 
material. The metal-like backing on the Mylar 
Custom Trim Tape is the main reason behind the 
trend toward using tape for decorative purposes on 
an automobile. The tape gives a similar appearance 
to the anodized metals being used on many of 

the new cars. It is a pressure-sensitive tape and 

is much easier to work with than metals. 

Not only is it decorative but it is protective as well. 
Sillguards, door handle guards, etc., may be 
purchased in kits which are cut to fit specific cars. 
The tape is also available in rolls from %” to 

very large sheets. Checkered, striped, and many 
other designs are pressed into the tape itself, 
making for a variety of effects which may be 
obtained in an installation. The following 
step-by-step story shows the simple method for 
installing the tape between side trim strips, 
simulating late model styling. The tape is available 
at most automotive, accessory and hardware stores, 
or may be obtained by writing: Sutone Corp., 

3001 East 12th St., Los Angeles, California. 


= ical 


Photos by George Barris 
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1, Area between the two chrome strips 2. First step is to remove the trim from 3, Measure length of the section to be 
is section to be filled with the tape. the door and from the fender panels. covered with tape. Allow some excess. 


¥ ts 
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4. Transfer this measurement to the 5. Place the chrome trim strips on the 6. Use scissors or tin snips to cut pattern 
large roll of Mylar tape and mark off. tape in mounting position and mark. from the tape. Follow the lines closely. 


i 


cose Sowille Telia ere RE =: 





7. After pattern is cut out, remove the 8. Install tape in position on the body 9. Use a squeegee or stiff cardboard to 
paper backing from the Mylar tape. panel. Warm panel gives best results. press the tape firmly to the panel. 














‘ é oe , = eT Sons a RR 
10. Ream out mounting holes where the 11. Ends of the Mylar tape should be 12. Here are two of the designs avail- 
tape has overlapped with a punch. curved back, trimmed with razor blade. able in %” tape for other restyling. 
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SPECIAL PLASTIC LENSES 
FOR THE ’57 FORD 

AND CHEVROLET — 

A MERE THIRTY 

MINUTE BOLT-ON JOB 


Photos by Brollier, Creitz 


ESTYLED TAILLIGHTS with- 
out torch work is not only the 
easiest but the least expensive way to 
give your car a custom look. How- 
ever, too often, taillights cannot be 
found that will fit a car without some 
metal work. Owners of ’57 Fords or 
Chevrolets no longer have to worry 
about this. Roth Studios has recently 
introduced molded plastic taillights 
for these cars. The “Ford Excalibers” 
are offered in two styles, one with 
two molded plastic bullets and two 
chrome bullets, and the other with 
four plastic bullets. The “Crimson 
Lancers” for the Chevys are three 
separate lenses, each with a molded 
plastic bullet. One lens replaces the 
stock unit, while the other two are to 
mount on the bumper, as seen in the 
photo at right. On the Chevy installa- 
tion the lights can be made function- 
al by cutting into the bumper and 
installing accessory light buckets 
behind the lenses. In states where 
reflective backing is required on tail- 
lights, it should be added to the 
lenses before installing. Price for the 
Ford lenses is $12.95 per pair. 
$14.95 for the six Chevy lenses. They 
are available from Roth Studios, 
4616 Slauson, Maywood, California. 
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1. First step is to remove the stock tail- 2. Hold bullets in position on the new 
light lens from the light bucket housing. lens, mark points that must be drilled. 


oa D3 


3. Drill holes to size of the attaching 4. Drill holes in lens to align with the 5. Lens can be mounted as shown here, 
bolts, secure bullets to the new lens. stock mounting holes, install the lens. or turned 90° for a different effect. 


1: Remove the stock lens, use it as a 2. Next, holes are drilled in ouch of 
pattern for drilling attachment holes. the new lenses. Drill to the screw size. 


3. Hold each lens in position, mark, 4. Secure each lens in place on tail- 5, Trio of bullet taillights gives a novel 
then drill required holes in housing. light housing. Metal screws are used. - appearance to the rear of the Chevy. 
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Earl Phillips of Baltimore, Maryland checks out powerful 383 
cubic inch ‘57 Olds mill running Isky cam, Weiand 6-jug 
manifold, Jahns pistons, Mallory ignition, Power is trans- 
mitted by ‘37 Cad trans, Engine and firewall are spotless. 


Massive ‘37 Cadillac Limousine grille is fitted to front of 
Phillips’ ‘36 Ford roadster. Body is channeled 9”. Doors are 
welded shut, cut-down to permit entry. Special windshield 
was made, Buzzy Jenkins aided owner in majority of work. 


Photos by Dick Day 


All body seams are filled, ‘rumble’ seat is welded shut, with 
panel extending over former rear jump seats in cockpit area. 
Nerf bar bumper protects ‘52 Chevrolet taillights. Note gas 
tank spout on deck, Phillips belongs to Challengers, Md. 


Spotless white Naugahyde pleats and rolls cover cockpit area upholstered by Adler Mandel, Bethesda, Md. Handmade 
dash and late model steering wheel are unique. ‘40 Ford brakes, spindles, '48 Ford steering gear and Pontiac rear axle. 





Investigation of 
automotive theories, 
plus a dash of fun, 
prompted Dick Wall 

to build this unique cart 


Dick Wall, who resides in Portland, Oregon, built his cart to investigate some 
personal automotive ideas which would have been too costly to do on larger cars. 
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Tread width of 34 inches in front, 18 inches at rear is evident in photo at left. 
Car has cornering problems due to narrow rear tread, will be widened in future. 
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MOSS PARTS “<sirincrs™ 


WRITE TODAY for COLORFUL BROCHURES 
ON THE COMPLETE LINE OF MOSS ACCES- 
SORIES and CARS. ENCLOSE 25¢ for 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING. 











Dual carburetion, feeds Clinton A400 
engine. Schwinn bicycle brakes are 
fitted to rear wheel. Note frame taper. 




















turns 

with a good direct feel. 

A must for competition. 
mount. $25 












14- or 15-inch stock wheels are entirely disassembled 
for heavy chrome plating, thoroughly buffed, accurately 
aligned and reassembled to stock or reverse by riveting 
or welding... 


RIVETED (EACH) $22.50 excuanet | 
LF } WELDED (EACH) $24.75. txcusnee 


FULLY GUARANTEED 


F.0.B. GARDENA, CALIFORNIA 
APPLIANCE PLATING  ¢ | C-9° 1719 W. Rosecrans, Gardena, Calif 


SS, . 3 STAINLESS STEEL = >= 
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Photos by Bud Lang 
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1958 FORD & 
Thunderbird 


























Q NOTE: Ge sare te give Make end Model of car 
4 when ordering. 


1955 CHEVROLET 


makes for extremely comfortable ride. 


: 
‘ ‘ 
ic USE THIS MANDY 
i) ITNEY ORDER FORM : 
: 1917 (C-29) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, lil. . 
8T Enclose Check or Money Order for $19.95 phis $1.30 § 
§ for shipping charges to cover payment in full (or & t 
§ 25% if C.0.0.). Please do not send currency or stamps. * 
§ if C.0.0. order, enclose at least 25% deposit, pay ! 
: balance plus shipping charges upon delivery. . 
a CID iste reicpicereemecerpnasetoeenspin siaaielnenile — 4 
— r . Address wo oe ranisea . 
” te 5 City. Sn 
Dick says the contoured webbing seat SM NE 0 ia ee 4 
' 
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QM’S BIG FIVE MILLER 


PIT STOPS -RELIEF DRIVERS—-ADD NEW EXCITEMENT 
AND TIMING TO LOS ALAMITOS 100 LAPPER 


Nine year old Dean Lowe (left) and big 
brother Jack (right) driving twin Kurtis- 
Crafts kept things strictly a family 
affair recently both winning 100 lap 
main events for their respective “B" 
Modified and ‘‘Fuel"’ divisions at Los 
Alamitos’ Second Annual ‘Five Miler." 
Twelve car fields employed both relief 
drivers and two mandatory pit stops 
to highlight the day's once-a-year 
activity, Pits were cleared of all non- 
participants and cars facilitating a free 
pit area for rapid re-fueling and 
change of drivers, Needless to say, the 
event was an eventful one for all. 






















John Fredrickson and crew are caught VP a Vp MIDGET FNGINES 


by Car Craft's camera during pit stop. 
PARTS © ACCESSORIES © MODIFICATIONS 


A SOLT ENGINE DID IT AGAIN 


World Quarter Midget record established for 
Senior Modified 8 ...6.54 at the National 
Memorial Day Races at Camarillo, Calif., by 
Alan Honore, 9 years, Bellflower, Calif., using 
Seit parts. 








Complete stock of Hands magnesium wheels 
as well as the largest complete stock of parts 
and accessories for midget AU?R Continental 
Engines in the worid. 


Dealer inquiries invited 
Alan's father Eli says, 








ee ~. “*t use Solt parts because | know they are the best.’” 
RES & — Eli Honore 
& DECAL FIRST CHOICE BY TOP DRIVERS AND MECHANICS 


All Retail Sales Prepaid Parcel Post. 


AUTHORIZED CONTINENTAL SALES & SERVICE 
SOLT ENGINES 





bo John steps from dend-cngine car, 
after running first few laps, relief . . 


TA Nuys, Calif 


mR BS | mT 





HI-TENSILE ALUMINUM CASTING — MACHINED TO 
PRECISE TOLERANCES — COMPLETE WITH BEARINGS 


AND SEALS ...........---------------- pr aes $39.75 





driver, Doug Lindow, j jumps in costo 





as stalwarts re-fuel car and check. . eretahds near, Sees “>on Mwai ae 110 ates 
a Heat Treated Chrome Moly Oil Dipper... - 1.00 ten See ea” 
Order ee . or write for free brochure 50% Deposit on C.O. ing 


F.0.B. Orange, Calif 


A.M.A. MACHINE WORKS 


148 S. Main Street, CC-9, Orange, California DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 









MONROE LOAD-LEVELER 


Guaranteed one full year, Monroe Load-Level Shock improves 

@ your car’s handling under all conditions; about town, on the 
r express-ways, under heavy loads, or with light loads—you'll 
feel the difference — through flatter cornering, smoother .. 
handling and flutter-free speed. For all cars. 





out engine compartment, quick snap 
of seat belt, replacement of the... 
' — 












MONROE “INDY 500”’ 


Every readster and pace car at Indianapolis used Monroe 
“Indy 500” Shecks—the absolute ultimate sheck for your 
stocker, red or custom — get Indianapolis readsterehandling 
with Menree “indy 500” 












Send 25c for information and decal 







PRPC U NLL BNL Hy ade 


1526 North Ivar, CC 






tail piece, Doug is quickly piled to 
a good start, returns to track in style! 






Hollywood 28, California 
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“KURTIS-KRAFT 


KARTS * QUARTER & HALF MIDGETS 

tow silustrated brochure 

INDIANAPOLIS SPEED SHOP 
856 massachusetts ove. 
indionapolis 4, indiano 





Send 25« 


FRANK KURTIS CO. 
$25 w. colorado 
giendale, californica 








4k CLUB JACKETS 


“F* \ EARN BIG PROFITS, sell to your club & 
others special designed embiems, car 
plaques, T-shirts, blazers, sweatshirts, 


- uniforms etc, Send 25¢ for discount cat- 
; alog. KARL TEXTILE PRINTING, 
Petersburg Fla. 





g. SMITH 
P.O. BOX 11-111-H, St. 
EMBLEMS — PLAQUES 





DON'T THROW 
OLD MOTORS 


methods 


Here's the famous Chilton 
manual! that helps you put 
new life in old motors— 
or even rebuild them com- 
pletely — almost no mat- 
ter what may be wrong, 
and regardless of make or 


complete 

to ENGINE 
REBUILDING & 
MAINTENANCE 


model! It’s a master mechanics’ guide that shows 
how to handle even the toughest engine jobs with 


less work, in less time, by approved “shop type” 
methods and using standard tools and equipment. 

AUTO ENGINE REBUILDING & MAINTE- 
NANCE includes complete data on troubleshoot- 
ing : disassembling engines ; reassembling, testing 
and breaking in; locating and repairing cracks; 
and all grinding, boring, sleeving, gauging, clean- 
ing and replacement operations, etc. Covers valve 
mechanisms ; cylinders and walls ; bearing service ; 
rods and assemblies ; cooling and lube systems and 
all the rest. Every detail of this advanced engine 
training is explained so clearly that no more than 
average automotive service knowledge is needed 
to understand every step. 470 pages. 460 how-to- 
do-it pictures. Price only $7.95 — money-back 
guarantee. 


PRACTICE 10 DAYS FREE! __, 


Sent. CC-109, THE CHILTON CO. i 
! 5605 Chesinut $t., Philadelphia 39, fe. 


ere see | 
| Grivhese eith money promptty retended.) 


| Name | 
! 
| 


Fe eh PN so cnn does wa pawecees 203s 8 
| OUTSIDE U. 8. A.—$8.95 cash with order. 
L ~day money-beck guarantee. y 
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new restyle products, timely 
customizers are jumping on the band- 
wagon for Dot-O-Wol tire patches. 
Latest in tire glamorizing, these cir- 
cular rubber spots are available in 
two different colors: white for black- 
wall tires, black for whitewall tires. 
Cement, which bonds the patch to 
the tire permanently, abrasive tool, 
and complete instructions for appli- 
cations are included in the kit. The 
only other items required are a pencil 
and compass or divider. Dot-O-Wol 
tire kits are available at local auto 
accessory stores, or write direct to 
manufacturer: Dot-O-Wol, Dept.-cc, 
1126 S.W. Morrison, Portland, Ore. 





Using dividers, measure wheel radius. 
Transcribe to tire, make equal spaces. 





Apply the cement (supplied in kit) to 
tire where Dot-O-Wol will be added. 


Con 


GLUE-ON GLAMOUR FOR BLACK : 
OR die TIRES - 


ONSTANTLY ON THE vigil for . 




















Photos by Al Paloczy 


Hold Dot-O-Wol to tire at marked spots, 
use a pencil to outline shape and size. 





Paper protects adhesive substance on 
Dot-O-Wol. Remove same as tire patch. 
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Use abrasive tool in kit to roughen the 
surface where Dot-O-Wol is placed. 


Apply Dot-O-Wol on prepared area. 
Adhesive and patch will bond together. 


SEPTEMBER, 1959 


The Luther Daytona Viper 


The DAYTONA VIPER is a Premium quality car. 
Ne ether car can match these Features: 


SUSPENSION: -_. Suspended — adjustable Torsion Bars at 
all four whe-'- 


FRAME: Chrome Moly Tubular Frame-rails with truss 
construction for greater strength and stability 

GRAKE: Foot Brake standard — unique design using 

automotive brake lining. 

Hand brake optional. 

One-piece Fiber Glass body. 

Steel belly pan welded to frame. 

Custom uphoistery with 

Foam Rubber padding. 

47”—the best on asphait 

or clay tracks. 

Custom fabricated 

neoprene covered. 

30” front — 30 or 32” rear. 

155 ibs. optimum ‘ 

weight-horsepower ratio. 


Luther 


Gear Boxes 


Boor: DISTRIBUTOR 


UPHOLSTERY: 
WHEEL BASE: 


STEERING 
WHEEL: 


TREAD: 
WEIGHT: 


DEALER 
INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


$ is ! . TY 
COMPLETE CAR—NO EXTRAS TO BUY 


Roll bar and external ports chromed. Truly America’s Finest Quarter Midget —in design —in 
construction — in performance. OUR TESTING GROUND IS THE RACE TRACK IN COMPETITION. 


Write today for information . . . % and 2 midget cars and a complete line of engine accessories. 


LUTHER ENGINEERING Dept 6c 


JOHN LUTHER HOWARD PECK TALLY BYARS Pasadena, Calif. 


NEW! rer 2-WHEEL BRAKES 


TYPE 


NOW STANDARD EQUIPMENT ON THE 


or 


Mu 


BY RUPP 


Now, add a new advanced two-wheel braking system to 
the other fine performance features of the Dart-Kart. 


Closest thing to power brakes. insures equal pressure $159 00 
on both brake sprockets for better controi, smoother MODEL ONLY 


stops. New 12-page catalog gives complete details, Send F.0.8. Mansfield, Ohio (362) 
2Sc for your copy. Fine profit opportunity for dealers. Write for details. 


THE RUPP MFG. CO. * KART DIVISION * 304 BOWMAN ST., MANSFIELD, OHIO 


Original Bailon Custom 
Candy Apple Paint... 


Bailon's “Candy Apple” is the original of the new traslucent 
colors. Perfected and used exclusively ‘til now~at Bailon's 
renowned California Custom Shop. 


Available in Original Candy Apple Red, Original Candy 
Apple Blue, or Original Candy Apple Green in complete 
custom kits with instructions .... enough for one car with 
@ reserve for touch up. 


| Specify Original Candy Apple Color and send only 
| $39.95, C.0.D. Shipped freight collect. 


| The Nation's most extreme designer and builder of 
competition show cars. 
Number one national award winner, 
for custom auto designing and build- 
ing, 7 out of 11 times at National 
Roadster show. Oakland, California. 


2¥2 H.P. 


CANDY APPLE WAX 
--@nother new exclusive Bailon product. 


the 
KANDY 
KING 
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a ON SPOTLIGHTS 


Designs in color chrome and 
striping draw attention to custom spots 


Tear-drop design in color chrome is a More elaborate design is seen here on 
popular item at present, Note striping. spotlight covered with color chrome. 
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Hitch also available for your car, Dad! Stand- 
ard model — $12.95 and Chrome model — 
$16.95. Please year and make of your 
car. Trailers available for % midgets; 4's 
tandem or overhead. 











THE ORBIT SEVEN [ATURING: 
COMES COMPLETE WITH ALL 


SPECIAL Heavy-Duty Continental AU7R Engine with Forged Rod, 6:1 Re- 
(MANY duction Gear. All Welded Channel Frame. Demountable Hub Wheels 4” and 
ONAL 6”. Husky Chrome Roll Bar. Atomic Welded and Chromed Nerfs and Bump- 


SHOWN 
ee aE eam away ers. All Ball Joint Adjustable Front Suspension and Steering. Twin Air 


i H hs 00 Scoops for Efficient. Cooling. Naugahyde Uphoistery. All Aluminum Parts 
Unique styling has color chrome start- | FOR THE LOW PRICE OF $490.00 Doone Ot Tir polish, Safety Belt. 


ing at front, diminishing to a point. |  peaser mauiRies INVITED Send 10¢ for color brochure and ports list today .. . 


THE ORBIT MIDGET MFG. CO.°° 0 











Simple but effective, three point de- 
sign also features a small tear-drop. 





Modified Continental Engine for Quarter Midgets 


NEW CATALOG 


Our new catalog sent by return mail, please 
enclose 25¢ for postage and handling. 
19 EAST VALLEY GL¥D. ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 


CLUB JACKETS 
SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR CAR CLUBS 
* Many models and dozens of color combinations. 


* Styling, lettering, and emblems are finest in 
the nation. 

*& Prices include all lettering and emblems. 
$7.00 to $25.00 in club lots of 6 or more. 

* Free Literature. 


SEND 25¢ TODAY -fer -complete 
catalog on Emblems, 
Jackets, Decals, Plaques, 
Novelties — including informa- 
tion on how to start your club. NOVELTIES 


EMBLEM CO. iwiywoss 33, cat, 
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“DO YOU THINK YOUR MIDGET IS SAFE?" 


It is a strange, but pathetic situation 
that so many people must learn of pre- 
cautionary safety requirements through 
the misfortune of others. This has been 
the case with quarter midget activity from 
time to time—and once again the misfor- 
tune of others has broken thru to remind 
every enthusiast that his miniature car is 
not quite as safe as he might imagine! 
Only recently young Bobby Olivero, known 
to quarter midget enthusiasts the country 
over for -his ‘consistent display of experi- 
enced driving skill, was injured due to 
negligence on the part of many. The acci- 
dent occurred when fire broke out in his 
small car while running it thru a few warm 
up laps before race time. Cause was traced 
to a loosened fuel line fitting, that had dis- 
connected itself from the fuel tank, allow- 
ing the contents to spill into the rear engine 


Many of the manufactured cars for both 
quarter/half midget activity already 
feature open lower engine compart- 
ments and sealed engine firewalls. 
Model! below is well known Kurtis-Craft. 





MIDGET 








compartment. You must be reminded that 
this was the cause of the accident — but 
not the contributing factor to the driver's 
injuries. The contributing factors were a 
artial engine firewall and a lower 
eee ae y pan) that trapped the fuel 
content inside the car. Needless to say, as 
the fuel ignited and was carried forward 
in the fully enclosed belly pan due to the 
rake of the car, the complete car became 
enveloped in flames. Two basic precautions 
concerning the design of any car could 
have prevented injury in this type of acci- 
dent — even if a condition did exist where- 
by the fuel line become disconnected from 
the fuel tank of the car. First, no car 
should be allowed to compete in any quar- 
ter midget activity if the lower body pan 
(belly ) extends past the rear engine’s 
firewall. Second, no car should be allowed 
to compete in any quarter midget activity 
if the engine’s firewall does not extend to 


Photo below illustrates how all cars 
now possessing full lower body pans 
(belly pans) and partial firewalls should 
be modified. Cut the belly pan away 
and completely extend metal firewall. 


TRACK LISTINGS 


SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA National Quarter Midgets Incorporated 


TRACK: asphalt. RACE DATE: every Saturday 
Tae eae ee CLL Dy 
afternoon. QUALIFYING: Saturday starting at 
5:30 P.M., Sunday starting at 11:30 A.M. RAC- 
ING CLASSIFICATIONS: Saturday ‘run as you 
qualify system” prevails; Sunday races feature 
Stock”, “B Modified’, “AA Fuel’. GENERAL 
RULES AND REGULATIONS: ali cars must be 
CU te OM Tae ae meee 
approved roll bars, safety seat belt, bumpers 
Oar eee ee eC OT 
CLS Umer Crm e mee eee ae] 
frame. DRIVER: approved crash helmet 
unbreakable goggles, leather or other adequate 


gearbox, o 
C7 ee ee i 
stock size 
all modifications allowed except for 
MARS CL MeN 


1, San Fernando, Califo 


long sleeve protective apparel. ENGINE SPECI 
FICATIONS 


inches: fol- 
-rod 
split 


Stock’’— 7.3 cubic 
UCD Oe ae Ome aU eat 
pump, ignition, carburetion 
“B Modified’— 7.5 cubic inches 
alteration 
AA Fuel’’— 8 cubic inches 


modifications allowed. No engine in any 


classification may be bored or stroked except 
eh etl lg 


MUR EL A 
in 


SUT Phil el meg 
ev Mea: divisions for clean-up of cy 
TRACK LOCATION: 12910 Foothill Boule 
. ‘ = 


r 
eines 






BULLETIN BOARD 
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the lower body pan entirely sealing off 
the engine compartment from the cockpit 
and x forward areas of the car. It is 
_ eee So the rear area of 

e car just below the engine compartment 
be completely left open as illustrated in 
the following photographs. An opening 
such as this is actually an escape hatch for 
all possible malfunctions in the engine 
room of any given car. 

It is urged that every quarter and half 
midget association amend and enforce the 
following safety recommendations. (1) The 
engine compartment of any car SSESS 
an adequate metal firewall. This firewall 
whether the engine is mounted in the front 
or rear of the car, shall serve as a protec- 
tive bulkhead completely sealing off the 
cockpit and driver’s area. (2) The entire 
body area just below the engine compart- 
ment of any given car shall be open and 
unobstructed. (3) The lower body ‘pan 
(belly pan) s not extend under the 
engine com ent of any given car. And 
for those enthusiasts who are now participat- 
ing with cars that possess full lower body 
pans and partially designed firewalls, we 
urge you to correct these features immedi- 
ately as illustrated in the following photo- 


graphs. 
Th 


Quarter Midget action — New England 
style, can be seen above as members 
of the Silver City % Midget Club hot 
lap it for CAR CRAFT camera. Meriden, 
Conn., association boasts some 60 cars. 


EASTERN STATES CHAMPIONSHIP 


The Penndel Quarter Midget Racin 
Club of Pennsylvania just annou 
their second annual Eastern States Cham- 
pionship scheduled for late September. 
Site for the large Eastern event will be the 

a Speedway. The dustless 

oil-clay surfaced 1/20th of a mile is situa 
on the infield way. The Lang- 
horne. Speedway is located on U.S. Route 
#1, between Philadelphia and Trenton, 
New Jersey. Racing participants will sign 
up between the hours of 10 A.M. and 2 
P.M. on race day. Qualifying will com- 
mence promptly at 2 P.M. and will con- 
ee 5 P.M. peene ee start immedi- 
ately after termination of qualifying. Three 
racing divisions will make up the national 
program; “Stock”, “B” Modified, and “Open 
CAR CRAFT 


writing the sponsoring Penndel Association. 
Additional information, entry blanks, and 
and regulations: can be obtained b 


Quarter Midget Racing ion, P.O. 
Box 53, ESC Department, Penndel, Penn- 
sylvania. Please enclose ten cents to cover 
cost of mailing. 


WESTERN DIRT TRACK CHAMPIONSHIP 


Monte. Vista Quarter Midget 
Association has just announced Au 
and 30th ‘as dates for their secon 
Western Dirt Track Championship races. 
A pre-qualifying system is planned for the 
huge Southern ifornia event, inasm 
as August 17th thru the 23rd has been 
set aside to qualify all entrants for the 
two day event. ifying on these seven 
days will commence at 6:00 P.M. and will 
run thru to 10:00 P.M. No particular eve- 
ning is set aside for any one group or indi- 
viduals, but all entrants must qualify during 
these specific dates to assure themselves 
a spot in the race day lineups. Classes for 
the dirt track title are as follows: “Stock” 
(junior 4-8 yrs.—senior 9-12 yrs.), “B 
Modified (junior 4-8 yrs. — senior 9-12 yrs} 
“Open Gas” (junior and senior inclusive 
“Special Overage Division” for all entrants 
above the age of twelve and over fifteen 
years of age. Western rules and ifica- 
tions will prevail in all racing classifications. 
All events are open to both sanctioned and 
independent racing associations. Race day 
activity will get under way at 9:00 A.M. 
August 29th and 30th. All qualifying entries 
will | be the recipients of one 8x10 photo- 
graph, taken during ins and an 
embroidered emblem for their participa- 
tion. In addition to these special gifts, 
special designed trophies for the champion- 
ship title meet will also be awarded class 
event winners. Monte Vista QMRA’s 1/20th 
of a mile clay oval track is located on the 
Arrow Highway, between U.S. Highway 
66 and the San ino Freeway. Fur- 
ther information can be obtained by writ- 
ing: Jim Johnson, 449 Azlea Avenue, On- 
tario, California. Phone YUkon 6-7459. 


st 20th 
annual 


NEW BILBROOK QUARTER 


Bilbrook Manufacturing Division of West 
New York, New 


their all new “dro Quacter Mie 


The new pint-size a 
50-inch  whecibans tread width of 30- 


inches, over-all length of 75-inches includ- 
Weight of the car is 


ing bumpers. 


170 pounds; engine, AU7R Continental. 
Tires up front are 10-inch, while rear mea- 
eee All steel frame ee 
ij mt suspension system; 
spring —“A” frame type. Rugged three- 
piece fiberglass body is also featured in 
new i Saf features of car are 
robust roll bar web-type safety seat 
Le = exterior metal components, nerf 
Ss, mt suspension system, etc., are 
chrome plated. Priced at $525 complete 
F.O.B. For further information write: Bil- 
brook Manufacturing Division, 322-26 55th 
Street, West New York, New Jersey. 


NEW DURHAM RACEWAY 


One of Southern California’s new minia- 
ture speedways is the “Durham Raceway”. 
The %th of a mile track 
in design due to its avocado- 

Sone The north turn is 130 

with a radius of 65 degrees. The sou 
turn is 90 feet in length and is radiused at 
45 degrees. Straightaways are 129 feet 
_ Surface is asphalt with twenty foot 
width in both turns and straights. Peri- 
meter of the track is fenced featuring a 
buffer zone of haybales. Pit area measures 
some three thousand square feet and is 
completely concrete paved. ting since 
Memorial Day, a race days are alter- 
nated with both half midget and go-cart 
activity. Supervised practice is allowed on 
off-day participation, but drivers and car 
must meet standard safety ifications, 
A repair truck is on the grounds for on-the- 
spot repair services. One-day accident in- 
surance can be purchased at the track. 
Future es call for the installa- 
tion of lighting to facilitate night racing. 
Track’s location is 1315 East Holt Avenue, 
Ontario, California. Entrance is located on 
adjoining Nocta Street. 


New ‘eth mile asphalt ‘‘Durham Raceway” features avocado-shaped track with 
129 foot straightaways. Track alternates races for half midgets and go-carts. 


En 


THE SMALL CAR TRAILER THAT'S 
ENGINEERED FOR YOUR CART, % 
OR % MIDGET... 

Moots ta Sy in 50 states 
All standard equ it, (no extras “2 
Built-in sme. tail and directional | 
European- square frame 

H 4 ply air-craft quality tires 

Ti tapered bearings in both wheels 
Double safety chains 


4-coat enamel finish 
© Frame hitches for all domestic and 
foreign cars 
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PRO FOOTBALL 


You're practically on the 50- 
yard line with this terrific col- 
lection of player and team 
photos, statistics. Features on 
top veterans, rookies, team 
strategy. Plus complete predic- 
tions for the coming season! 


ONLY 5SO¢ At Your Newsstand! 
Or mail coupon below 


PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO. 
5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Send me. copies PRO FOOTBALL 
1959 at 60¢ each (covers postage-etc.)} 








WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 





By Don Francisco 


POOR DESIGN 
Dear Don: 


My 1957 Ford V8 is giving me fits. 
Gasoline consumption is high and I 
can’t get it to idle smoothly. I can 
turn the carburetor’s idling adjust- 
ment screws all the way in until they 
seat and the engine continues to run. 

The carburetor is a Holley four- 
throat of the type that has a float 
bowl at the rear as well as the front. 

—Franco Soldero 
Cicero, Illinois 

Your complaint isn't uncommon from owners 
of cars that are fitted with Holley carburetors. 
For some unknown reason Holley engineers use 
a vacuum-actuated valve in their carburetors to 
richen the fuel mixture delivered by the carbu- 
retors when an engine is running under condi- 
tions of low intake manifold vacuum. This valve 
is called an “economizer valve” because under 
normal driving conditions it is closed. 

The valve is opened and closed by a small 
fabric diaphragm. One side of the diaphragm is 
below the level of the fuel in the float bowl and 
its other side is in a chamber that is in direct 
communication with the intake manifold. Vacuum 
in the intake manifold acts on the chamber and 
the diaphragm. 

It isn’t uncommon for the diaphragm to fail 
by cracking or becoming defective in some other 
manner that allows fuel in the corburetor's bowl 
to pass through it and directly into the intake 
manifold. This upsets the air-fuel ratios delivered 
by the carburetor's discharge nozzles and ports 
and makes it impossible to adjust the carburetor 
so the engine will idle smoothly. The obvious 
repair for such a condition is to install a new 
valve and gasket. It isn't impossible for a new 
valve to be defective so don't be disappointed 
if you have to try a second one. 


TOO MUCH OIL 
Dear Don: 

I have run into a problem with my 
Chevy V8. It is a 57 fuel injection 
block with a Horsepower grind roller 
tappet cam. The man from whom I 
bought the cam didn’t send the tool 
for enlarging the valve spring seats 
so I had this done at one of our best 
machine shops. Also, no valve stem 
oil shields were supplied in the kit. 
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Now that the engine is together 
and running I have an oil problem. 
The problem isn’t the result of worn 
valve guides because the heads are 
new. I wrote to the grinder of the 
cam to see if he could tell me what 
my trouble was and he said to weld 
shut the oil holes in the rocker arms. 
I did this but the valves still get too 
much oil. Because of the small inner 
valve spring used in the dual spring 
setup, I can’t find a valve stem seal 
small, enough to prevent oil from 
running down the stems and into the 
combustion chambers. I tried rubber 
caps of the type used on distributor 
cap sockets on the valve stems and 
they worked fairly well until they 
became oil soaked. 

My car does so well on the drag 
strip with this new cam that I’m the 
talk of the town at the present time. 
Everyone is waiting to see if I can 
get the bugs out of the lubrication 
system and if I can there will be 
more roller tappet cams used here. 
My engine is an oil burner but it still 
does well until its plugs drown out. 

Any advice or information you can 
give me on this problem will be high- 
ly appreciated. 

— Gayle Field 
Charleston, West Virginia 


This problem isn’t an uncommon one, even with 
flat tappet cams. It is the result of a change 
made originally in 1957 Chevy V8 cylinder 
blocks for the purpose of supplying a greater 
quantity of oil to the hydraulic vaive lifters used 
in most of these engines. In 1955 and ‘56 the 
oil supply for the tappets and rocker arms was 
metered by a flat spot machined in the surface 
of the camshaft's rear bearing journal. Oil could 
flow from the engine's main oil distributing gal- 
lery to the galleries that feed the tappets only 


when this flat spot was in the position that en- - 


abled it to bridge the gap between two holes 
in the cylinder block's rear camshaft bearing. 
From the tappet galleries the oil entered the 
tappets through holes in their sides, flowed 
through the tubular pushrods to the rocker arms, 
and then splashed onto the valve springs and 
stems. 

In 1957 and later engines, oil flow from the 
main gallery to the lifter galleries is direct 
and the fiow of oil to the pushrods and valves is 
metered by the diameter of the feed holes in 
the tappet and the position of the hole in the 
tappet in relation to the supply hole in the 
tappet boss. 

To correct your problem it will be necessary 
to meter the oil feed to the tappets at either 
its source, which is at the rear camshaft bearing, 
or at the tappets themselves. However, due to 
the construction of roller tappet assemblies, the 
wisest approach would be to rework the oil 
supply passages in the block's rear camshoft 
bearing bore and then grind or mill a flat area 
on the camshaft’s rear bearing journal. Rework- 
ing the oil passages involves plugging the origi- 
nal passage that connects the main oil gallery 
with the groove around the rear camshaft bear- 
ing bore and then drilling a new passage be- 








tween the gallery and the oil feed hole in the 
bearing insert. The best way to determine exactly 
how this should be done would be by examining 
the passages in a ‘55 or '56 block. The passages 
could then be duplicated in the '57 block. 

A '55 or '56 camshaft can be used as a pattern 
for machining the fiat in the rear bearing 
journal. Shafts for engines that -had hydraulic 
tappets and longer flats than those that were 
equipped with solid tappets but the length of 
either fiat is satisfactory for solid tappets. If you 
rework your block in this manner, be sure to 
reopen the oil holes in the rocker arms, 


FLATHEAD CARBURETION 
Dear Don: 

I own a 1951 Ford V8 and I am 
puzzled about the type of intake 
manifold I should install on it. Which 
do you think would be better, a four- 
throat manifold or one for two two- 
throat carburetors. Which do you 
think would be better for speed? 

—Charles Dymkowski 
Hillside, New Jersey 

The only really practical multiple-carburetor 
setup for a flathead Ford that is to be used for 
normal driving is one that has three two-throat 
carburetors and progressive throttle linkage. 

Four-throat carburetors are expensive, hard to 
work on and they can’t provide the performance 
possible with three two-throats and progressive 
linkage. Two two-throat carburetors can't be 
used satisfactorily with the progressive linkage, 
making them undesireable for normal driving. 

The good thing about the three-carburetor set- 
up is that progressive linkage allows the middle 
carburetor to be used for all normal driving and 
the end carburetors can be brought into action 
by the driver when they are needed for maxi- 
mum power or speed. Three Stromberg 97's will 
provide ample venturi area for maximum power 
and one of them will provide ample area for 
good low speed performance and fuel economy. 


FORDILLAC 
Dear Don: 


Should I install a 54 Cadillac en- 
gine in a 1950 Ford four-door sedan? 
If I should install a heavy engine 
such as a Cadillac in my car, would I 
have to install new front coil springs 
too, and would I have any trouble 
steering the car? 

What lighter engine could I use in 
my car without too much trouble? 

—Jack Fulmer 
Florence, S.C. 


I'd like to have a dollar for every Cadilliac 
that has been installed in a '49 or later Ford. 
The original Fordillacs that started all this 
engine swapping business were 1949 Fords with 
overhead valve Cadillac engines. These were the 
most successful engine swaps of all time. 

Overhead valve Cadillac engines are a little 
heavier than flathead Fords but not enough to 
cause any front suspension or steering diffi- 
culties. Front coil springs for convertible Fords 
ore stiffer than those for hard-top medels and 
they can be installed in any Ford chassis without 
difficulty to help carry the lood of a heavier 
engine if one finds that stiffer springs are 
needed. 
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Steering automatically becomes more difficult 
when weight is added to the front end of a car 
but here, again, the difference resulting from a 
swap of this type would be so slight that one 
would have to be extremely finicky to find the 
result disagreeable. 

A lighter engine you could install in your car 
would be a 265 or 283 cubic inch Chevrolet but 
performance provided by a Chevrolet would be 
considerably different than that from a Cadillac. 
The greater displacement of a Cadillac enables 
it to develop greater torque at lower crankshaft 
speeds, which would make the car more pleasant 
to drive under normal conditions. 


FAST BUT CLUMSY 


Dear Don: 

I own a ’57 Stude Golden Hawk. 
The car is really a “flying machine” 
but as you probably know, its road- 
ability is very poor. 

I wonder if you could tell me what 
the rodders have done to improve 
the roadability of Golden Hawks for 
the drags and road racing? 

—Blaine Hunsaker 
Honeyville, Utah 


One thing you could do to your Studebaker 
to improve its roadability would be to stiffen 
its front and rear suspension systems to elimi- 
nate body roll in turns and other undesirable 
movement of the frame and body in relation 
to the wheels. Methods of doing this are install- 
ing heavy-duty shock absorbers and stiffer 
chassis springs. 

Heavy-duty shock absorbers and stiffer springs 
function in the same manner by providing more 
resistance than stock parts to frame movement 
in relation to the wheels. Heavy-duty shocks are 
available for most cars from several manufac- 
turers. Springs can be made stiffer by adding 
leaves to the standard rear leaf springs, or- they 
can be replaced with springs for a different 
model car that have a heavier load rate. Stand- 
ard front coil springs can be made stiffer by 
the installation of rubber wedges available for 
this purpose between their coils, or they can 
be replaced with different spring wound from 
heavier stock. The only trouble with rubber 
wedges is that they will sometimes raise the 
height of the car in addition to stiffening the 
springs. 

Stronger springs of both leaf and coil types 
can be installed without changing the car's nor- 
mal height if the leaf springs have the correct 


arch and the coil springs are of the correct. 


length. Stiffer coil springs will be shorter than 
standard springs when they are out of the car. 
However, if they are of the correct length they 
will hold the frame at its standard height 
because the load of the frame won't compress 
them as much as it compressed the standard 
springs. 

Other things to consider where roadability is 
concerned is the inflation pressure of the car's 
fires and the width of the rims on which fhe fires 
are mounted. Factory recommended inflation 
Pressures are much too low for good handling 
and should be boosted to at least 35 pounds. 
Rims on the wheels should be at least six inches 
wide for the size tires used on your car. Rims of 
this width would allow tires to assume a shape 
that gives them better lateral stability when ‘the 
cor is in turns. 

Correcting wheel rim width can be a prob- 
lem unless there is a wheel company in your 
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area than can fit rims of the desired width 
to your wheels. Sometimes wheels for a different 
make of car that have the correct bolt circles 
and offset to enable them fo be used on your 
car can be found. 

One thing you must understand about rework- 
ing your car's chassis to improve the car's road- 
ability is that stiffer suspension springs and 
shock absorbers can make the car ride con- 
siderably rougher than it did with standard 
springs and shocks. A rougher ride doesn't 
bother some drivers but for others it can com- 
pletely spoil a car. Fortunately, a fellow who 
wants roadability is usually of the type who 
doesn't worry about a soft ride. 


JUICE PROBLEM 


Dear Don: 

I installed a Chevy V8 in my ’51 
Ford convertible but now I don't 
know what to do about the car’s 
electrical system. As you know, all 
Chevy V8's operate on 12-volt cur- 
rent and 51 Fords have 6-volt sys- 
tems. The Chevy ignition coil has a 
resistor which drops the current to 
about 6 volts but the starter requires 
12 volts. 

Upon investigation I found that 
some outfits sell converted starters 
for Chevy engines. These starters 
operate on 6 volts. Half of my ad- 
visors say to buy a converted starter 
and the other half say to go to 12 
volts. If I go to 12 volts I'll have to 
change all the light bulbs, get new 
gauges, and install resistors on the 
6-volt accessories in my car. 

Which should I use, six or twelve 
volts? 

—Peter Lowenstein 
Scarsdale, New York 


Converting your Ford to 12-volt operation 
would be the best solution to your problem 
because then you would have the advantages 
that 12 volts provide for starting and ignition 
systems. 

Ignition coils used in 12-volt electrical systems 
are not just 6-volt coils with a resistor. The 
resistor drops the 12-volt current to 8 or 9 volts 
instead of 6. This higher primary circuit voltage 
enables a coil designed for it to create higher 
secondary voltage for the spark plugs. The result 
is more efficient spark plug firing at high engine 
speeds and when the plugs are not in top 
condition. 

Other things you'll have to change if you use 
a 6-volt starter is the engine's generator and the 
generator’s regulator. Chevy generators are, of 
course, 12-volt units and a 6-volt type would be 
required for a 6-volt electrical system. 

Before you decide what to do, obtain a copy 
of the June, 1957, issue of CAR CRAFT and read 
the article concerning the 6 to 12-volt conversion 
problem. 


NO STRAIN 
Dear Don: 

I plan to drop a’50 Ford V8 engine 
into my ’50 Ford Coupe in place of 
the car’s present six-cylinder engine. 
The V8 has a 37/16-inch bore, 4%- 


stroke, three carburetors, Edelbrock 
8 to 1 heads, and a full-race cam. 
What kind of gear box and rear 
end would you recommend? 
—Chuck Peters 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


The transmission and rear end assembly now 
in your car should be entirely adequate for the 
bored and stroked V8. Actually, they are iden- 
tical to those used in cars that were equipped 
originally with V8's. 

Rear axle assemblies in 1950 six-cylinder 
Fords had the same standard ratio as cars that 
had eight-cylinder engines but the fact that 
optional ratios were available would make it 
necessary to determine the car's actual ratio. 
This can be done by either counting the teeth 
on the axle assembly's ring and pinion gears 
and then dividing the number of pinion teeth 
into the number of ring gear teeth, or by rotating 
both rear wheels exactly one full revolution and 
counting the number of revolutions the assem- 
bly's pinion shaft, or the driveshaft, rotates. If 
the shaft rotates almost 33% revolutions, the rear 
end has its standard ratio of 3.73 to 1. 

The best rear axle ratio for you will depend 
on the use you will have for the car. A 3.73 to 
1 ratio would be good for normal driving around 
town but a lower ratio, such as a 4.1 to 1, 
would allow the car to accelerate better. A 
higher ratio, such as 3.31 to 1, would be better 
for highway cruising. A ratio even lower than 
4.1 tol would be desirable for drag racing. 


KEEP IT CLEAN 
Dear Don: 


This is not a big technical problem 
but I hope you will be able to help 
me. 

I own a 1956 Chevrolet 6 and I 
would like to install a paper filtering 
element, of the type used on most 
late model cars, in the air filter on 
my engine. Printed on the filter’s 
body is “AC air cleaner and silencer— 
a replacement element is available at 
low cost.” Does this mean that a 
paper element is available for this 
cleaner, or do I have to buy a new 
filter housing before I can use a paper 
element? 

—Salvatore J. Alo 
New York, N.Y. 


The Fram Corporation, one of several manu- 
facturers of paper air, oil, and gasoline filtering 
elements, lists an element that can be installed 
in your engine's standard cleaner body. How- 
ever, a new cover for the cleaner is required 
when the paper element is installed. The Fram 
part number for the element is CA-140PL, and 
the number for the cover is KA-17. These parts 
should be available from most auto parts stores. 

Similar conversion parts are available for the 
air cleaners on many makes and models of cars, 
making it easy to modernize the cleaners. Such 
conversions are extremely worthwhile because 
paper filtering elements are much more efficient 
than the oil-wetted elements or oil bath filters 
they replace. This efficiency adds to the life of 
an engine by preventing harmful air-borne im- 
purities from entering it in the air inducted 
through its carburetor. 
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DESOTO GRILLE FOR FORD 


Dear George: 

I have all but finished my 53 Ford 
custom. The only item that remains 
to be completed is the grille altera- 
tion. After giving the matter some 
thought as to selection, I have de- 
cided upon the 54 DeSoto grille 
assembly. I have seen it installed in 
several other makes and models that 
have appeared in the magazine — 
and think that it would offer my 
Ford a pretty special look. Will the 
installation be a difficult one? Pos- 
sibly you would recommend some 
other assembly? 

— Billy Wiltkins 
Argo, Illinois 
| think your selection is a good one, Bill. It 
has been done before, and is relatively easy. 
As with most grille installations of this type, 
whereby you are adapting a complete unit in 
an oblong cavity, your first chore will be to 
determine the center of the grille's opening. 
After you have arrived at a center point, then 
hold the DeSoto grille assembly in position 
(centered) and mark off where your vertical sup- 
port brackets will have to be placed. Construct 
the vertical support bracket from sturdy metol. 
Once the brackets are built, drill the necessary 
holes for mounting and install the new grille. 
Completed appearance will be a “floating” 
style, with the DeSoto assembly spaced evenly 
in the center of the grille opening. : 


CANDY COLOR CONFUSION 


Dear George: 

I have just completed painting my 
47 Chev with a candy paint. I fol- 
lowed directions given in the Febru- 
ary and March ‘59 issues of Car 
Craft. I used the silver underbase 
mixed according to formula with 
Rinshed and Mason’s bright irrides- 
cent and their fortifier. My problem 
is this: I can still see silver streaks 
running up and down all over the 
car. 

I started the paint job by stripping 
the car completely of paint. I applied 
two quarts, or one complete cover- 
ing, of Duco’s Make-Ready. This was 
followed by three coats of the silver 
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underbase, then two quarts of 
Acme’s Bond Tite. We then mixed 
our color, a purple, and applied four 
coats of this. It was then that we saw 
the silver streaks all through the 
paint. We applied four more coats of 
thicker paint mix but it didn’t seem 
to help one bit. Is it now possible to 
keep adding color to cover these 
streaks? If not can it be done over 
to any degree without starting from 
bare metal again? 
—Dean Robbin, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Your downfall with the paint job is apparently 
in the spraying procedure with the base, top 
and color coats. They are not applied evenly, 
therefore, as you say, you're plagued with light 
and dark spots and streaks. To remedy this, I'm 
afraid you'll have to start over again. Be sure 
to start with bare metal and sand the primer 
coat with 400 wet grit sandpaper. Then, apply 
your Make-Ready. | suggest you practice with 
the spray gun for a while to get an even flow; 
for the Candy colors, it has to be perfect. 


PLYMOUTH ROCK 


Dear George: 


Just a few. months back, I started 
customizing my 55 Plymouth coupe. 
I followed the usual custom route, 
nosing and decking, and switching a 
pair of ’56 Lincoln taillight lenses for 
the stockers. 

I have created a problem for my- 
self, however, in selecting a grille. 
There aren't too many that would be 
of use in the first place, and those 
that I did like wouldn't fit. I have 
finally selected the 53 Chevy unit 
with extra teeth added. Will it fit, or 
should I quit looking and build a 
grille? 

— Frank Gaggie 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


| think the Chevy selection is a wise choice. 
You'll not have much trouble in installation pro- 
cedures, as all you have to do is align the grille 
assembly with the cavity and mount it. 

Though the Chev grille will look sharp in 
your Plymouth and will be fairly rare due to the 
few ‘55 Plymouths which are customized, you 
might consider a completely original grille for 
the car. Use tubular bars, similar to the acces- 
sory grilles on the market, or design a mesh 
screen set-up with the latest fad—drawer knobs 
and hardwore — attached. Another idea is the 
screen with chrome bullets. Whatever your final 
selection in this category, you can be sure it 
will be an elementary grille as you'll only have 
to trim the screen to fit, attach with small angle 
brackets, and bolt-on the hardware or bullets. 
It's that simple. 


CROWN ‘VIC’ CUSTOM 
Dear George: 
My car is a 55 Ford Crown Vic- 


toria. I want to customize it, but am 
not sure just exactly what to do. The 









two areas which have puzzled me 
the most are the grille and taillights. 
I don’t know what to do. Can you 
give me any suggestions? 
—Al Gluth 
Houston, Texas 


There are several ideas you could choose. 
First, you could substitute the grille with an 
accessory unit from one of the supply houses. 
These are made exclusively for your model and 
will be easy to install. Secondly, you might 
adapt an accessory grille for another model car 
to your Victoria, Third, you could install a grille 
from another automobile. My suggestion for this 
would be either the ‘56 DeSoto or the ‘53 
Chevy. Finally, you could build a special grille. 
Here, the field is wide open: Quickly, however, 
you might choose from either the mesh screen 
grille with bolt-on accessories — hardware or 
bullets; a special floating bar; or, you could 
construct a tubular grille of your own design. 
As you can see, there are a number of selections. 

The same goes for the taillight problem, too. 
Briefly here are my ideas. Possibly one of the 
easiest would be the substitution of the ‘55 
Merc station wagon taillights. Another possibility 
is the '57 Imperial unit or the ‘59 Cadillac lens 
assembly. The last suggestion is the plastic 
route: handmade of sheet or flat plastic. 

| suggest you check the February ‘59 issue of 
Car Craft for the information on plastic tail- 
lights. Plastic customizing was also covered in 
the March, April, May, June and July '59 issues 
of Custom Cars, our companion magazine. You'll 
also find the information on ‘bullet’ grilles in the 
July issue. 


LOWERING °55 CHEVY 


Dear George: 


I own a 55 Chevy coupe, and I 
want to lower it a total of seven 
inches. Realizing that there is a right 
and wrong way to do this, I would 
like to know the correct method. I 
know the ride will not be the same, 
but I'll sacrifice that. I just want it 
to be lowered and lowered properly. 
What do I do? E 

—Ray Jackson, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


You're so right about the correct and incorrect 
lowering procedures. There is a right way to 
lower your Chevy that drastically and here it is. 
Lowering the front should be accomplished by 
buying a complete spindle kit from one of your 
local accessory houses or speed shops. If you 
follow the directions included with the kit, you 
shouldn't have too much trouble in installing 
the spindles. They'll lower your car, but won't 
change your steering geometry. Since you are 
lowering it seven inches (you'll not find a kit for 
that amount of drop) you will also have to 
either cut the coils a turn or two with a torch, 
or shrink them by heating the turns evenly. 
Your best bet would be to cut the coils, however, 
since the heating method is pretty tricky. If you 
want the best method of lowering the front 
(combined with the spindle kit) you should ‘C’ 
the arches of the frame. This is quite a job 
and should be handled by a competent shop if 
you are inexperienced with this type of work. 

In the rear, you'll also be faced with a major 
job. First, de-arch the rear springs. This, again 


CAR CRAFT 





can be done at home or at a spring shop. 
Following the procedure of the front, ‘C' cut the 
rear frame arches also. This gives about the 
best ride for this amount of lowering. Finally, 
channel the flooring. You'll find that this combi- 
nation of front and rear lowering methods will 
drop your car the desired amount and still retain 
a certain amount of riding comfort. 


FOUR DOOR HARDTOP 
Dear George: 

I have long admired the four-door 
hardtops-that are so popular now. I 
have also seen several earlier model 
cars which have been converted to a 
four-door hardtop by removing the 
center post. This appears to be a 
difficult job, but can it be done with- 
out a great amount of work? My car 
is a 51 Ford four-door, and I would 
like to change it to a hardtop. 

My question is: should I attempt 
it, or should I forget about it? 

— Bobby Chester 
Long Island, N.Y. 


I think the answer to the question is entirely 
up to you. The job is difficult, there are no two 
ways about it. But, it can be done at home in 
the same manner that has produced so many 
back-yard chopped tops; wielding a hack saw. 
However, after you have removed the center 
posts, you have just begun. You will be con- 
fronted with heavy top and body modifications. 
The frame will have to be reworked for added 
strength due to the loss in structural support 
of the top after you remove the posts. All four 
doors will have to be altered and trimmed at 
the top, while the actual tops of the doors will 
require cutting off and welding to the lower 
portion of the roof. You will have to use channel 
steel to form rain gutters to keep the interior 
free from woter when it rains. You'll also have 
to add sturdy angle braces to the four posts 
for strengthening purposes. Another problem 
would be the construction of new window frame 
rails, plus added bracing for all four doors. 

| hope this doesn’t dim your spirits, Bob, but 
the modification you have in mind is quite a bit 
of work. If you aren't thoroughly experienced 
with body work, | would suggest you take your 
Ford to a reputable shop. 


EDSEL LIGHTS FOR FORD 


Dear George: 

I have a set of Edsel taillights 
which I would like to put on my ’57 
Ford. I’m sure they will fit, but I do 
not know exactly how to go about 
the installation. 

There are three things which 
worry me. They are the fitting of the 
unit to the fender, molding, and ex- 


NEXT MONTH: 
CONTROVERSIAL 


KING OF THE DRAGS 


SEPTEMBER, 1959 


tending the fender to meet the tip of 
the lens. How do I go about this? 


— Bob Thurlo 
Lakeview, Oregon 


The Edsel taillight is a natural for your ‘57 
Ford, Bob. The complete story was covered in 
our companion magazine, Custom Cars, in the 
November ‘58 issue. There are two ideas you 
can use: mounting the assembly inward or out- 
ward. This refers to the direction of the fins on 
the light. Outward positioning requires enlarg- 
ing the stock Ford attachment holes with a file. 
Then, add an Edsei fill-in panel to the lower 
light fin (or arm of the ‘V’ shape). You can mount 
this with metal screws to the fender, or you 
could french it. Sand and paint for finish results. 

You're confronted with a little more metalwork 
with the second mounting idea. For inward 
canted fins, you trim the light housing to fit the 
fender and reposition the stock Ford attaching 
plate to correspond with the holes on the light. 
You will have to make a small metal frame 
perch to secure the inward pointed fin. This, in 
turn, is welded and frenched to the body. Once 
this is accomplished, mount the light to the 
fender for final adjustment. Then, remove light 
and dress-up the welds, prime and paint. 


NEW FOR OLDS 


Dear George: 

For quite some time I have been 
contemplating a custom job on my 
‘55 Oldsmobile. I plan to do the usual 
chrome removal, lowering, etc., but I 
am stuck for a neat grille and tail- 
light swap. Do you have any sug- 
gestions for something that won't 
require too much reworking? 


My biggest problem, though, is the 
hood. I don’t care for the hole in the 
center for the medallion. Is there a 
hood which I could switch, or can 
I adapt one? 

— Don Miller 
Detroit, Michigan 


Your Oldsmobile has a fairly large grille 
opening, Don, so there are several grilles you 
could employ. | think the best installation, how- 
ever, is the '56 Corevite grille. It will bolt-on, 
following removal of your stock grille, with a 
very minimum of work. You might like to add 
a few extra teeth to the center bar to give it a 
custom appearance. 

For the taillight situation, | can suggest one 
lens assembly which is not often seen, but fits 
the stock housing of your Olds like a charm. 
The unit to which | am referring is the ‘57 
Chrysler Imperial, This is another bolt-on-type 
item which really looks sharp. Replace your 
stock assembly with the complete light ynit. That 
is all there is to it. 

If | were you, Don, | would shy away from 
replacing your hood with another. There is not 
one which will fit it, so you will be faced with 
unnecessary work to adapt a different hood. All 
you have to do to remedy this problem is to cut 
a circular plug from a sheet of metal fo the 
dimensions of the bothersome hole, Then, weld 
this in place to fit the hole, follow by some 
hammer-welding and working out to make it 
a smooth and neat fit. Then, apply lead and 
sand smooth. It is the easiest route, by far. 


QUARTER & HALF MIDGET FIBERGLASS BODIES 
READY-TO -INSTALL $39.95 to $65.50 


ee 
13502 ALBURTIS AVENUE 
FIBERGLASS DEPT. CC-9— NORWALK, CALIF. 


bene vam nC an) 


WACIENDA 


on the $17,000 paved Hacienda track 


THANKSGIVING WEEK-END, NOVEMBER 26, 1959 
Write, for information and entry blanks 
Box 1711, Las Vegas, Nevada 


(less wheels & engine) 


JOE-CART “BEST-DESIGNED” 


Auto drive shaft and-U-joints makes frame and sturdy 
needie bearing front spindles. Hydraulic spot disc 
brakes. Correct steering geometry. Safe cycle type 
hand throttie, L or R. Adjustable bucket seat. Wheel 
and Engine information included, Used auto parts 
cost approximately $6.00. 


PLANS & INSTRUCTIONS $2.00 ppd. Write 


JOE McBRIDE (00 parts or catalogs for sale) 
2631 Kensington Way + Dept. CC-9¢ Stockton 4, Calif. 


HOT RODDERS!! 


TWO BOOKS YOU MUST HAVE 


ROW TO NDDEEY CHEVY. US, GHOUNRS. “testtics ty. Onn 
Francisco! 136 75,000 » 250 illustrations. 
Complete and cnsersandale, Step step-by-step —— 
for reworking or 283 cubic inch Chevy V8 
engine for ea auper or compet:tion 
Absolutely no cor book like it! $2.08, 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF HOT RODDING. A new book 
= which Don Francisco was Technical Editor! This 
oo bound book contains — neral informatio 
- ee eee ing, 1 wil be 
f great value to you as a reference if 
interest lies, ” either 
general. it answers ail 
a “doer” or just a 
0 t tpaid. This offer 
pos’ ‘ is 
only from 


DON FRANCISCO PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 47761c, Les Angeles 47, Calif. 

Take advantage of this specio!l offer by ordering 

Ret ee Ee: Se: Nerney eee 








ey 


gift with a life-long use. Re 
today on 10-day money back guarantee. 
Literature on larger equipment om request 

FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S$. Federal St., Chicage 16, illineis, Dept. F64-) 
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The amazing new CTI 
Home Training Pian is so 
practical it starts you 
earning spare-time money in 
weeks—makes you an expert auto mechanic in 
months. You get Mechanic's Tools and a profes- 
sional Tune-Up Kit of test instruments. Extra train- 
ing included in Diesel or Body & Fender Repair. 
Write today for new, tree booklet. 

COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE, DEPT. A-1113 
1400 Greenleaf Avenve ° Chicago 26, Illinois 








We cre the eastern distributors for 
Moss VY, & Vp midgets. 


CALIFORNIA 7 & SPORT 


294 Jersey Ave., CC-9 
New Brunswick, ND £. Ki 5-0311 
Send 25¢ for lilustrated Catalog 


ACER-RACER 


Racer Kit 


$129.50 
COMPLETELY 
ASSEMBLED 






Biveprint and 
Specifications 
$2.00 














F.O.B. 
Cockeysville, 
Maryland DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


SEND 25¢ FOR DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE 


The ACER COMPANY 


COCKEYSVILLE, CC-9, MARYLAND 


























COMING EVENTS 


SHOWS 
Anaheim, Leen Se Ser Shee G: Baaey Road Lords, 


Disneyland 

Peru, Il. —10/10, “WW; Rod & Custom Show, Idlers, 

Skoter’s Junction Roller Rink. 

Des Moines, lowa—10/24, 25. ee Motor 
Sports Show, Veterans Memorial 

West Springfield, Mass.—Oct. 21-25; 2nd jee Rod 

& Custom World's Fair Auto Show, Eastern States 
Exposition Fairgrounds. 

Detroit, Mich.—National Champion Custom Cor Show; 
a, 6; Detroit Artillery Armory; Nationol Hot 


ae Serene Ee, Sept. 12, 13. Exhibi- 


Auditori 


_.. tion Hall. 


Sheboygan, Wisc. — 9/19, 20; Custom Car Showcase, 
Armory, Kettle Moraine Motor Kivb. 


NHRA DRAG SCHEDULES 


Helena, Ala.—Ist & 3rd Sun. Birminghom Timing Assn. 
wanton Ariz.—4th Sot. Thru summer. Modifiers, Inc. 


Carlisle, ‘Ark * Arkonsas Timing Assn. 

Little Rock, heh ex Mid-South eo Assn. 
Madera, Calif. —2nd Sun. Madera Clutchers, 

Oroville, Calif.—2nd & 4th Sun. Oroville —, Inc. 
Palmdale, Calif.—4th Sun. Antelope Valley Timing 


Redding, Calif.—3rd Sun. Shasta Roadsters, 
San Luis Obispe, Calif.—3rd ong ay San hone “Obispo 
gue tae han. Ist S prapees, | . 

—Ist Sun. - 
Visalia, Calif. as Vapor Trailers, 
stom Cb. -—8/22, 23; 10/20. pene Valley Cus- 


. Fic. ae Sun. Central Fia. Timing Assn. 
Lake Wales, Fla «2nd Sun. Triangle Timing Assn. 


ay Fia.—Ist & 3rd Sun. Asphalt Angels Hot 
Venice, Fia.—1 


Hammond, a 2. Sun. Ponchetoula Jaycees. 
Houma, La.— nd Sun. Houma-Terrabonne Auto Assn. 
Sonford, Maine 2rd & 4th Sun. New England Hot Rod 


Counci 
Orange, Rian —3rd Sun. New England Timing Assn. 
Tn an Minn.—ev. Sun. Twin City Optimist Club 
ming Assn. 
oe Delta Angels, Green- 


otpeee tora en —2nd iste tice 
Crom ng ee a 13 “oft a] Island 


Jaycees ing Assn. 
Lincoln, Neb. me. 16, 30; 9/6, 20; 10/4, 18; 11/1, 

15, is Shoundo Auto Club. 
jut, Neb.—8/9; 10/4; 11/1. Nile Volley Timing 


Assn. 
ay City, Nev.—2nd & last Sun. Nevada Timing 
Henderson, Nev.—2nd & 4th Sun. Industrial City Drop 


Strip. 

Vineland, N.J.—Ev. Sat. nite thru Sept. Vineland 
Hobbs, N.M.—Ist Sun. Charioteers Auto Club. 
—- N.M.—2nd Sun. Dusters Auto Club, Walker 


Elizabeth City, N.C.—2nd & 4th. Eastern Carolina 
— Ohie—8/22, 23; 9/20; 10/4. Cam Jommers, 


contnaet, Ohio—Ev. Sun. Beechmont Drogway. 

, Ohio—Ev. Sun. Montgomery Co. Timing Assn. 
Toledo, ” Ohio—Ev. Sun. ———- hg 4 Timing Assn. 
Okichome Ci ity, Okla.—Ev. Sun. Oklo. City _ Strip. 
Tulsa, Okla.—ist & 3rd Sun. Tulsa Timing Assn 
Aurora, ra koaae & 3rd Sun. Multnomah Het Rod 

Council & Lee Timing Assn. 
York, Pa.—6/14 & ev. other Sun. South Penn Hot Rod 


1. 
Charlestown, R.1.—Ist Sun. So. New England Timing 


Halls, Tenn.—4th Sun. Memphis Rodders, Bn 
, Texas—Ist Sun. Tri-City Drag Assn. 
Cadde Mills, Texas—Ist Sun. North Texas Timing Assn. 
Marfa, Texas—3rd Sun. Marfa-Alpine Drag Strip. 
Newark, Texas—(Noti. Guord on 2nd & ath Sun. 
Tarrant Co. Modified Auto 
New Braunfels, Texas—3rd a “Central Texes Timing 


Ba 
Wichita Falls, Texas—2nd Sun, Red River Timing Assn. 
Salt Lake City, Urol os Salt Loxe Racing Assn. 
Petersburg, Va.— Eastern Dragway, Inc. 
Roanoke, eae be Sun. Roanoke Drogsters, Inc. 


CHAMPIONSHIP DRAGS 


Dothan, Alo.—Oct. 3, 4—2nd Southern Regional 
Championship. 
» Colo.—8/22, 23. Tune Up For Big Go. 
» ba.—8/15, 16—Pre Nationals; Oct 31, 
Nov. I, — Chompicnship. 


Detroit Dragway; National Hot Rod — 
Akron, ” Ohio—8/22, 23. No. ‘Ohio Regional. 
Roancke, Va.—8/30. Bive & Gray Championship. 


CAR CLUB OF 





THE YEAR 


Hurry, Hurry, Hurry! Time is 
growing short in Carn Crarr maga- 
zine’s second annual “CAR CLUB 
OF THE YEAR” contest. Entries 
must be postmarked no later than 
midnight of September 30th to be 
eligible for this year’s judging, .The 
coveted silver bowl trophy~will be 
awarded to the club that comés out 
tops in initiative, rolling stock, and 
club activity. Plus, the winning club 
will be covered in a full feature in 
the January issue of Car Crarrt. 

Fulfill these five requisites to make 
your club an eligible entrant. 

1. Obtain a photograph of each 
member's car. 

2. Make a list of the Club's ac- 
tivity during the past year and 
briefly describe each event. 

3. List all achievements of club 
group participation. Example: 
“Our club won best display 
award at Autorama—Our 
club entry voted best appear- 
ing car and crew at drags.” 

4. List all achievements of indi- 
vidiual members attained with 
their cars such as—“Ron Smith 
won four trophies this year 
with his °49 Chevrolet; three 
lst place awards — Motorama, 
Autorama, National Roadster 
Show — one 2nd place award. 

5. List all club activity and 
achievements of non-automo- 
tive nature such as—“Our club 
collected $1,000. for the City 
of Hope drive this summer — 
We were awarded the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce plaque 
for safe driving. 

Once you have the above infor- 
mation compiled in a neat manner, 
send it to: CAR CRAFT MAGA- 
ZINE “Car Club of the Year,” 5959 
Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, 
California. Include postage for return 
of material. The winning club will 
be announced in the January issue 
of Carn Crarr. DO IT NOW! 
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ORDER BY 


NEW LITE WEIGHT 
ALUMINUM PLATE 
TO ADAPT 
32-48 Ford & Merc Transmis 

sion 
49-50 Mercury Transmission 
32-51 2 to 1% ton Ford 
Truck 
All Lincoln 
thru 47 
To 
49-57 Olds Engine 
49-54 Cadillac Engine 
Complete 


Transmissions 


eo “gg 
with pilot 
&e, bushing 





° < price 
_ each 
No. $16.95 


HAI21A You Pay Postage 


55-58 OH V Chevrolet 
V-8 Engine To 
Early Ford Transmission 

with 
e pilot 


bushing 
No. $37.95 
HA127 = You Pay Postage 


54-57 OHV Ford and Merc 
Engine to Early Ford Trans. 





Complete 


$37.95 
“You Pay Postage 


HA130 





Go the Straight and Narrow 
Path With A — 

HOT ROD STEERING ARMS 
Use Late Spindles on 
Early Ford 
NOW MADE FROM 
STRESS PROOF STEEL 
FOR ADDED SAFETY 


, BD 


CHROME PLATED 
Each . . . $7.25 
CADMIUM PLATED 
fom... 25 


HONEST No. 63 


SPARK PLUG WIRE 





SUMPIN. 
NEW UDER Tue HooD 
ADD PEP TO ANY CAR 
Clear Plastic or Transparent 
red clear plastic Spark Plug 
Wire Per foot .08 
We Pay Postage 

OHV V-8 Engines need 28 ft. 

F. H. Fords need 25 ft. 





1957 FORD 
FENDER EYEBROWS 
Add greatly to the appear 
ance of all 1957 Fords. Gives 
front edge of fenders a 


beautiful, finished look in 
gleaming stainless steel 
Nothing to remove, just 
snaps on for easy and per 
manent installation. It de 
sired, holes may be drilled 
to mount 





ISKENDERIAN 


Levis 





V-8 CHEVY TO 
6 CYLINDER CHEVY 


TRANSMISSION 
Adapts any V-8 Chevy En 


gine 1955-1958 to any 6 
Cylinder Chevy Passenger 
Car Transmission from 1940 


NEW ALUMINUM 
Adaptor To Hook 
55-59 V-8 Pontiac 

To Early Ford Transmission. 





to 1954 
é 
vo. HONEST No. HA 101 
HA137A PRICE . 
16.95 EACH $37.95 
You Pay Postage HONEST 


ADAPTOR TO USE 
Cadillac or Lasalle 
Transmission with 


> ° Shift Trans- 1955 thru 1958 V-8 Chev- 
ae a : mission 5 ee rolet 
Com- Engine 
oe ee, _ 
25.95 WD « 25.95 
HONEST No. HA 102 HONEST No. HA 103 
You Pay Postage You Pay Postage 


HONEST FLOOR SHIFT CONVERSION KITS 
NEW — IMPROVED 
FINGER-TIP SHIFTING 

With Narrow Plates For Faster Installation 


5 


Fe 
+ 


55-58 OHV Chevrolet 


engine to Packard Floor 














<a 
SHIFTY, Bur Stic (4onesT 


Kit To Convert Column Shift On Cars 
sted Below to Floor Shift Operation 

HCH-2 1940-58 CHEV—AI HME-3 55-57 MERC Std Only 

HFO-1 49-54 FORD St Dd HOL-1 49-50 OLDS—Al! 

HFO-2 55-57 FORD Stc y Each $29.95 

HME-1 49-Early 51 MERC Std HCD-1 CAD - LASALLE Side 
& OD Shift $34.95 

HME-2 51-54 MERC Std&OD WE PAY POSTAGE 


CHROME SHIFTING STICK AND BALL 
22 Inch Gear Shift Extension for above floor shift kits. May be 
cut off if too long 


Complete Conversio 











Chrome Each 4.95 

Qpect seem Chrome Bal! for 
Shifting Stick Each 2.50 
Panoramic Polished Bakelite Knob in black, red, candy apple 
red, blue, green, or grey. Each 1.95 


HONEST LAKE PLUGS FOR ALL CARS 
AT A THINKING MAN’S PRICE 


es att ALE 





New Low HONEST Price 
Triple Chrome Plated 18 Gauge Steel Tubing. 

Direct Exhaust Escape with plates removed boosts power 
for competition running. 

Packed in pairs, kits are complete with blocking plates. 
gaskets, chrome hangers, and all fasteners 
Honest Nos. 

HP28 Complete 28” Kit for both sides 
HPS6 Complete 56” Kit for both sides 


i 
>? est CHARLEY BAR AND GRILLES 

FZ > At The Price You've Waited For 
Sweeping Tubular Stainiess Grille Bars Completely Pre-Assem- 
bled. Guaranteed Rust Proof — Full 3 4” diameter sections 
Available For 52 - 59 Ford 3 59 Chevrolet -- 58 T Bird 
Must Know Kind of Car and Year Model 


$ 9.95 
$21.95 





Assembled Kit 


Complete Pre - 


HONEST NO. 87 each 19.95 





CLOSE OUT NO. 11 Pair 1.95 
We Pay Postage 





WE PAY POSTAGE 


BRUCE TIRES 























STUDEBAKER 
AND 
LARK OWNERS 
HONEST ADAPTOR 
TO PUT 
1955-1958 
V-8 CHEVROLET ENGINE 


HONEST 


WILCAP 


rT aan eS 
NEW LOW PRICES -- 





NO. HA111 You Pay Postage 







eS 













HONEST ADAPTORS 





NEW POWER 
FOR THE 
STUDE 


1951-1958 
6 Cyl. and 8 Cyl. 
STUDEBAKER 


TRANSMISSION 
Except 1956 Golden Hawk 


BAY» 
5 o~® 


EACH 24.95 





> «st SUPER FUEL BLOCK 
KITS 
CHROME FUEL BLOCK 
Complete With All Hose, Fit- 
ting and Clamps Necessary 


For Your Installation 


Xe o’ Ren . 


Your Choice of Clear, Red 
Blue or Green. Top Quality 
Thick Wall Vinyl Hose 
HFB-2 Complete Kit For 
Dual Carb Installation — 7.95 
HFB-3 Complete Kit For 
Triple Carb Installation—8.95 
HFB-4 Complete Kit For 
Quad Carb Installation—9.95 
WE MUST KNOW NUMBER 
of Carbs, Kind of Car, Make 
of Carburators and Any Odd 
Fuel Pump Set Up. 





HEAT RESISTANT 





ENGINE ENAMEL 
RED - BLUE - GREEN 
Ya Pint 
$1.00 Postpaid 
HONEST No. 12 





CHROME OUTSIDE TAILPIPES 
Now in one complete package ot a 
reasonable price — Kit Complete 
Nothing Else to Buy — No welding 
necessary mount along fender 
with simple tools Stop discolora 
tion of rear bumper and point 

A must for station wagons — Packed 
in Poirs. 

Complete Kit for Right and Left Side 


HONEST No. 78 
$9.95 


HONEST RESONATOR 


REPLACEMENT PIPES KIT 
Replaces worn out resonators 
on 1959 Chevrolet — 57-58 
Ford 55-57 Mercury — 52-56 
Cadillac lets your straight 
thru type mufflers sound off 
Each Kit is complete with 2 
Replacement Pipes and 4 
Clamps 





a 


No. HTER7 59 Chevrolet 
No. HTER 8 57-58 Ford 
No. HTER6 52-56 Cadillac 
Each Kit Complete $2.95 





We Pay Postage 


Re a Tey SEY Tee 


Na HONEST “BONIFIED” 


ADJUSTABLE MOTOR 
MOUNTS 


New Improved Mounts Allow Front and Rear Adjustment To 
Allow For Different Adaptor Spacing — Universal Design Lets 
You Swap Cars Without Buying New Mounts. Through Bolt 
Mounting Eliminates Bonded Pad Break Worries. Makes En 
gine Swap A Ginch ord 
Merc-Stude and 6 Cy!. Chevrolet Frames 


Installs Late Model V-8 Engines Into F 











ENGINE FRAME PART NO PRICE 
Buick To 28-34 Ford B202A28 16.95 
Buick To 35-40 Ford & Merc B202SP150 16.95 
Buick To 41-48 Ford & Merc B202A49 15.35 
Buick To 49-53 Ford & Merc B202A49 16.95 
Cad To 28-34 Ford CA202A28 16.95 
Cad To 35-40 Ford & Merc CA202SP150 15.35 
Cad To 41-48 Ford & Merc CA202 13.00 
Cad To 49-53 Ford & Merc CA202A49 16.95 
Chry. To 28-34 Ford CH202A28 76.95 
Chry. To 35-40 Ford & Merc CH202SP150 15.35 
Chry. To 41-48 Ford & Merc CH202 13.00 
Chry. To 49-53 Ford & Merc CH202A49 16.95 
Chry. To 28-34 Ford CH202A28 16.95 
Chev. To 35-40 Ford & Merc CV202SP150 15.35 
Chev. To 41-48 Ford & Merc CVv202 13.00 
Chev. To 49-53 Ford & Merc CV202A49 16.95 





OHV Ford-Merc- T Bird Engines Except 332 & Up Listed Be- 
low As F-M 

















F-M To 28-34 Ford FM202A28 16.95 
F-M To 35-40 Ford & Merc FM202SP150 15.35 
F-M To 41-48 Ford & Merc FM202 13.00 
F-M To 49-53 Ford & Merc FM202A49 16.95 
Olds To 28-34 Ford OL202A28 16.95 
Olds To 35-40 Ford & Merc OL202SP 150 15.35 
Olds To 41-48 Fords & Merc OL202 13.00 
Olds To 49-53 Ford & Merc OL202A49 16.95 
Pontiac To 28-34 Ford PO202A28 16.95 
Pontiac To 35-40 Ford & Merc = PO202SP150 15.35 
Pontiac To 41-48 Ford & Merc PO202 13.00 
Pontiac To 49-53 Ford & Merc PO202A49 16.95 
Chev To 53-57 Studebaker CVS5357 13.00 
Chev To 49-54 Chev Six CVC4954 13.00 
IMPORTANT: If Closed Drive Shaft Is Retained In 1928 To 


1948 Ford Chassis — No. AD-75 Anti-Chatter Pre-Load Adjust 
ers Are Available To Eliminate Engine Chatter 

No. AD-75 Pre-Load Adjusters Set 84 
Dropped Drag Link, Designed To Clear Pan and Starter On All 
OHV V-8 Engines 

DLF49 — 49-51 Ford Drag Link 
DLF52 — 52-53 Ford Drag Link 


22.50 
24.50 


EACH 
EACH 





Enclosed is $ for payment in full (or deposit of 


25% if CO. D.) 


NAME 

MY CAR ISA YEAR MODEL BODY 

ADDRESS 

CITY ZONE STATE 
Quantity|Stock No. Desciphion | Price 










Box CC 1904 
Chattanooga, cre 


HONEST CAMS 
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A.M.T., 
BUILDERS OF AMERICA’S MOST COMPLETE LINE OF SCALE MODEL CUSTOM CARS 


INTRODUCES TWO SENSATIONAL NEW TROPHY SERIES KITS. 


AS A STOCK MODEL | , 
ld ed eer aan AS A STREET ROADSTER READY AS A CLASS “A” MODIFIED ROADSTER 
FOR THE CUSTOM CAR SHOW READY FOR THE STRIP 


THE 1932 FORD MODEL “‘B’ ROADSTER. tHe Famen “peuce.” 


Here’s the king of all customs in an assembly 
and disassembly kit. Build it in its original form; 
or as a genuine street rod, or as an “A” modified 
roadster, complete with a “blown” Chrysler en- 


gine, ready for competition at the Strip. 


Here’s what you get in this complete 3 In 1 Kit. 
All parts fit together easily and neatly without ees ) dines a 


any carving, sanding or difficult cutting. 


INBOARD RUNABOUT CUSTOMIZED SPEEDBOAT SEA GOING DRAGSTER 


THE 3 IN 1 CUSTOM BOAT KIT comeict i on out wiler ond itch, 


Build this sleek runabout as a four-passenger speedboat, with an inboard Christ-Craft engine, or convert it into your personal 
custom with fins and decals. Then try it out as a “cracker-box” dragster with center steering and an “all-out” T-Bird engine. 


Here’s what you get in this complete 3 in 1 kit: 
CHROME VALVE COVERS « CHROME SCOOPS «¢ TRAILER SKIRTS * CUSTOMIZING AND RACING DECALS «© CHROME DASH INSERT 
TRAILER HITCH ¢ PROPELLER SHAFT & STRUT *® WINDSHIELD ¢ T-BIRD ENGINE *¢ CHROME EXHAUSTS ¢ CHROME LOUVERS 
CUSTOM FINS * MOON DISCS ee W.W. TIRES *« BOW LIGHT AND MAST ¢ REAR FLAG MAST & LIGHT ¢ CLUTCH LEVER 
PROPELLER * WHEELS * INBOARD ENGINE ¢ TRIPLE CARBS ¢ SPORT DECK ¢ RACING DECK 


Americas most complete line of scale model customs 


‘58-59 FORD CONV. AND HDTOP ‘58-59 CHEV. CONV. AND HDTOP 
59 IMPERIAL CONV. AND HDTOP 59 T-BIRD CONV. AND HDTOP 
59 MERCURY CONV. AND HDTOP ‘58-59 EDSEL CONV. AND HDTOP 
‘58-59 BUICK CONV. AND HDTOP 59 CONTINENTAL CONV. AND HDTOP 
a 59 CORVETTE CONV. AND HDTOP ‘58-59 PONTIAC CONV. AND HDTOP 


All A.M.T. scale model Customizing Kits are now available at Hot Rod Shops and Auto Accessory stores in addition to Hobby 
BPs and Department Stores everywhere. If your favorite shop doesn’t have them, ask them to write to: 


AMT CORPORATION, 21535 Groesbeck Hwy., East Detroit, Mich. 








